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Cursory review of file by Michelle M. Roy, Feb. 2015 [keep in mind that the items abstracted from file is from other people’s testimonies and 
are not from any official source, except where noted]:
• On 04 May 1891, William Kent’s widow was Anna E. (Custer) (Kent) Kurtz testified that she was of Mound Township, Effingham,
Illinois.
• Anna E. (Custer) (Kent) Kurtz was 41 years old on 04 May 1891 (born about 1850). Her maiden name was Anna E. Custer and she
had remarried after William Kent’s death, to John Kurtz on 24 April 1884 in Altamont, Effingham, Illinois.
• On 15 July 1855, William Kent married Nancy Caroline Satiter[sp?] as confirmed from a Union Co., Ohio, transcript from the
county “Record of Marriages.” This marriage record transcription spells Caroline’s maiden name differently, most common records 
(including grave marker transcriptions found on the internet for her immediate family), her maiden name is (probably) spelled as 
SATTERLEE. Daniel LONG is listed on marriage record.
• He was a farmer at time of enlistment.
• On 09 Dec. 1862, William Kent received a medical discharge for tuberculosis.
• Certificate of Disability discharge papers, dated 09 December 1862, stated he was 27 years old, 5 feet, 10½ inches tall with a dark
complexion, black hair and black eyes.
• His address at discharge was Dover, Union, Ohio.
• William Kent and Caroline Satterlee had two sons and one daughter, all born in Ohio, as follows:
1) Nancy Maria Kent, born 31 July 1857.
2) Amos Henry Kent, born 22 Oct 1859.
3) Marion David Kent, born 16 April 1863.
• After the war, William Kent and Nancy Caroline (Saterlee) Kent moved to Freenanton, Jackson, Effingham, Illinois.
• Jesse H. SAID lived at Dexter, Effingham, Ohio and testified that he knew William Kent in Ohio and resided less than a mile from
William’s father’s farm.
• Jesse Loveless was a resident of Mound Township, Effingham Company, Illinois, was 54 years old, and testified that William Kent
and Nancy Caroline Saterlee had never been married to someone else before their marriage in Union County, Ohio. He worked near where 
they lived and visited with them at their house when they were newly married and young.
• Jesse Loveless testified that he was acquainted with William Kent since 1856, back in Union Co., Ohio. William Kent lived with his
father in Union Co., Ohio and then in Effingham Co., Illinois until about 1862. Jesse Loveless moved from Union Co., Ohio to Effingham 
Co., Illinois in about 1859.
• John W. Van Gordon, a resident of Jackson, Effingham, Illinois, knew William Kent since he was a child and lived about two miles
away from him in Ohio.
• Multiple testimonies state that William Kent’s father [Alexander Kent] moved with his family in about 1859. [In July 1860 the
Kents’ are still at Dover, Union, Ohio pursuant to the 1860 U.S. Federal Census – perhaps it was a gradual move over a year?]
• Nancy Caroline (Saterlee) Kent died at Freenanton, Jackson, Effingham, Illinois in about 1866 (this is according to Anna E. (Custer)
Kent’s testimony that William’s first wife died about 1½ years before their own marriage on 31 October 1867).
• Anne E. Custer married William Kent on 31 October 1867.
• William and Ann E. (Custer) Kent had two children together. As follows,
1) Tamar Kent, born about 1869. Ann E. (Custer) Kent stated she died at about three years old (about 1872). [The name of this child is
not in the pension file, Ann refers to them having two children, both of them had died. The 1870 U.S. Census refers to the child’s name and 
approximate birth year].
2) Luysses Jane Kent, born 31 March 1871. She was commonly referred to as Lulu, they were the same child. She died 16 June 1888.
(Phebe J. Hinds of Vandalia, Fayette, Illinois was present at Lula Kent’s birth.)
• William Kent died 03 March 1873 about three miles above Vandalia, Fayette, Illinois. Cause of death was consumption/disease of
the lungs. Pension file testimonies were trying to determine if the consumption (tuberculosis) was a result of his military service.
• Philander Spain of Vera, Fayette, Illinois was with William Kent the night before he died. He left at about midnight and returned the
next morning and he was deceased. He helped to shave him and lay him out.
• When William died, William’s father [Alexander] took the sons and his sister that married a man by the name of Miles took the
daughter.
• As of 1891, Amos Kent was living at Vandalia, Fayette, Illinois, Nancy (Kent) Ainsworth was living at St. Elmo, Fayette, Illinois and
Marion David Kent lived in Missouri.
• Ann (Custer) (Kent) Kurtz thinks that William’s mother died of consumption at Freenanton, Jackson, Effingham, Illinois. His
mother must have been about forty-nine or as she can recall. She was sick quite a while before she died.
• She thinks William’s father was 52 years old when he died, she thinks he died approximately six or seven years ago before this 1891
testimony[1884?]. William’s father died at Effingham Co., Illinois.
• In 1891, William Kent had a living brother, widow didn’t know where he resided.
• In 1891, William Kent had a living sister, her name is [now] Miles. She married an Engineer and lives near Terre Haute
• In 1891, Ann (Custer) (Kent) Kurtz’s own mother resided at Arapahoe County, Colorado.
• D.J. Custer[?] and Mary A. Custer were witnesses on behalf of widow. [Her maiden name was Custer.]
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