
As deciphered from Case File 4226 

District Court of Van Buren County Iowa (copy noted as pg 1) 

Emerillis KENT VS James KENT 

And now this 5th day of September 1862, This court comes on for trial the 

plaintiff appearing by her attys Webster & Sloan and the def'ent James KENT 

makes default. The court finding that the deft has been duly served with 

notice of the pendency of this action, and now this cause being tried upon 

the petition and proofs of plaintiff. The court finds that defendant has been 

guilty of habitual drunkenness, and of inhuman treatment towards the 

plaintiff as alleged in plaintiffs petition without reasonable cause for the 

term of five years. It is therefore ordered decreed and adjudged that the 

bonds of matrimony heretofore existing between plaintiff Ererillis KENT and 

deft James KENT be forever dissolved and that the plaintiff be restored to all 

her rights as a - -, and it is further considered that plaintiff have and 

recover from defendant the costs of this suit, taxed at and that execution 

inner therefore and it is further ordered and accreed by the court that the 

Plfnt Emerillis KENT have the possession and absolute control of the two 

minor children of the Plff & deft to wit - James Byron KENT aged nine years 

& Olive Jane KENT aged twelve years as in the petition of plntf deserted and 

that the said Deft - James KENT be extreped and forever barred from seting 

up any claim to the right and possession of said minor children. 

John L Townsend, Judge 

Kent, James and Emerillas (Kent) 
divorce (1862), District Court of Van 
Buren Co., Iowa, File No. 4226, Van 
Buren Co. Clerk of Court, P. 0 . Box 
495, Keosauqua, lA 52565, (319) 293-
3108. 
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