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To Katherine (Kay) Kent

A true southern belle. Having the
vivacity of Scarlett O'Hara and the
tact, gentleness and manners of
Melanie Hamilton Wilkes.

(Sorry I ain't no Rhett Butler)

JCB







FORWARD

What started out as an attempt to "look into
Kay's family turned into an absorbing retire-
ment project. A& 230 year old jig-saw puzzle
which this book only starts to complete. Kay
never knew her Kent grandparents and back-
ground. They died while she was a tiny child.
She (and I) have been amazed as the Kent
historical story unfolded.

This book covers only the first several known
generations of her Kents. The attempt herein
has been to show them as real people rather
than just names on a piece of paper. This
family and thousands like it built the
America that we take for granted.
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The Kent name is a comparatively rare name and appears to be

locational in

origin associated with the English. The Kent Coat

of Arms is associated with the medieval culture. _

fkend

Research indicates that there was undoubtedly more than one
Kent Coat of Arms. The earliest Coat of Arms (officially docu-
mented) for the name Kent is shown above and described as —----—-

"Azure with a passant guardant lion facing the observer
under an ermine chief". Above the shield and helmet is
"a gold lion's head with black teeth and a black collar®.

Definition

Azure -
Chief -
Passant -
Guardant -
Ermine -

or Symbolism

sky blue represents loyalty and splendor
upper 1/3 of shield

heed forward, right paw raised

facing toward observer

fur with black spots on white field

In the Middle Ages (500 AD-1450 AD) knights were covered from
head to toe in armor. It was virtually impossible to tell one
knight from another. In order to prevent one friend from spearing
another on the battle field, a means of identification was
needed. The solution was the Coat of Arms painted on battle

shields.

There must

have been a Kent medieval armor to have been

granted this shield. To control the Coat of Arms system, the King

imposed rigid

legal regulations for their issuance and use.







HOW AN EARLY KENT WAS GRANTED A COAT OF ARMS

Since the early 13th Century, Coats of Arms and Heraldry
have been a source of great fascination as well as a subject of
true historical importance. Researching the Kent Coat of Arms
can be helpful in finding clues to your family roots and can
lead you on a-path landscaped with history, interesting stories
and considerable humor. It is easy to understand why the more
than half a million Coats of Arms recorded by individuals with
their respective family name are still being researched and
studied today after more than seven centuries.

The Kent Coat of Arms as well as the arms for most American
names is associated primarily with European medieval culture and
has been recorded in heraldic archives. German, France and Italy
have no current heraldic system (there has been no monarch in any
of these lands for some time) but the interest in Coats of Arms
remains strong. Spain, without royal rulers until recent times,
has always done a conscientious job of maintaining heraldic
records. There are approximately 100,000 English arms, including
Wales and the six northern Irish counties, on the rolls of the
Royal College of Arms in London. The Scots maintain their own
heraldry, governed by their own tradition and rules, as do many
cld craft gquilds, including bakers, surgeons, dentists, barbers,
journalists, and even circus riders. Arms are also designed and
used by countries and their military establishments, fraternities
and sororities, corporations and Catholic Bishops. But original-
ly, Coats of Arms were issued to and registered for individuals.

Under most heraldic rules, only first sons of first sons of
the recipient of a Coat of Arms are permitted to bear their
ancestor's arms. Younger sons may use a version of their father's
arms, but the rules of heraldry say that they must be changed
("differenced") somewhat. If the bearer of a Coat of Arms (called
an- "Arminger") dies without male heirs, his daughter may combine
her father's arms with her husband's arms. This process is called
*impaling". Although these principles seem very archaic, stiff
and formal today, they do give us an idea of the rich, protective
tradition which has surrounded heraldry through the ages. Our
research indicates that there was undoubtedly more than one Kent
Coat of Arms. The earliest Coat of Arms for Kent which we could
find was described as follows and became unique to an early Kent:
"Azure, a lion passant guardant or, a chief ermine." When trans-
lated the blazon also describes the original colors of the Kent
arms as: "Blue with a passing gold lion, facing the observer
under an ermine chief." Above the shield and helmet is the crest
which is described as: "A gold lion's head with black teeth and a
black collar, torn jaggedly from its body."
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In The Beginning

Thomas Kent was the great, great, great,
great grandfather of Katherine (Kent) Berg.
He married twice. His first wife bore him at
least four (4) children and his second wife
one {1) child. It has been calculated that
Thomas and his two wives were the ancestors
by reason of marriage, birth and adoption of
over 220,374 persons! (Based on a conservative
projection).

This book is only a small part of the story
of Thomas and his descendants. Hopefully at
some later date, other Kent researchers will
uncover additional information so that Kent
lore will continue to grow. ~

As you grow in years and wisdom, may this
book remind you of your roots and love of your
heritage.
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Speculations

The original objective of this genealogical project was to
trace Katherine's (Kay) family backwards in time, tracing their
various movements through the states and colonies to the time and
place of their entry into America. Then, to England to discover
the locale from whence they came. And finally, a trip to England
to locate and meet, if possible, her distant Kent relatives.

Alas, it was not to be. The trail backwards into time finally
ended at a place called Dover, Craven County, North Carolina.
There, Thomas Kent on 4-15-1763 applied for (and received) a land
patent containing 150 acres. Beyond this, nothing.

A great deal of investigation has been done to discover the
pre 1763 whereabouts of Thomas with no success. It is possible
however, based on research data to develop a reasonable educated
guess as to his movements prior to 1763.

There were Kents in all the 13 colonies, as well as the Brit-
ish possession of Barbados. They entered all colonies throughout
the 1600 & 1700's. The problem is not to find a Thomas Kent
family somewhere in America prior to 1763, but rather to find the
absolutely correct one,

In 1763, Thomas had a wife and 3 children ranging from 3 to 11
years of age. He appeared to have little funds. Because of the
cost, distance and difficulty of travel in those days, the colo-
nies in the New England area and New York are not likely to have
been his prior locale. For the same reason, Barbados, Georgia and
South Caroclina are considered as unlikely. Most of the early
(prior to 1750) settling of eastern North Carolina, including
Craven County was by immigrants from Maryland, Pennsylvania and
Virginia.

In Pennsylvania in the time span of 1686-1770, only 2 Kents,
{(Robert and William), were found. In Maryland during the time
span of 1700-1758, 8 Kent families were located, none headed by a
Thomas. In fact, in 105 years (1653-1758) of 18 Kent families,
only one was headed by a Thomas {1652). The chance that Thomas
migrated from these two colonies is extremely remote.

In the time span of 1700/1770 in Virginia 18 Kent families
were found in 10 different counties. Two of these families were
headed by a Thomas. These 18 families no doubt generated many
children providing a pool of Kents from which the Thomas of
Craven County could have come. The chances of our Thomas or
his famlly coming from Virginia are very high.




Thomas may have come to America as a young man by himself.
Then again, he could have been born here. He and his parents may
have had sufficient funds to pay their passage to America and to
buy land. Then again many emigrants could not pay their way to
the New World so they bound themselves to a master who paid their
passage. Example - Robert Kent of Kent County, service 1669.
Source: Early Settlers of Maryland. "Service! meant the person
contracted to pay the passage by working as a servant for a
period of years. These people were sturdy, ambitious and indus-
trious, who came to America to find a better way of life.

At the end of their period of service, they were free to move
out and make a life for themselves. Those who could find suitable
land did so. Many, to avoid any stigma that might be attached to
their recent status, left Virginia and settled in North Carolina.
Frequently the son(s) of such a family would remain with their
family until grown and then move out on their own.

In genealogical research you find the given names frequently
repeated in successive generations. Thomas Kent of Craven County
1763 had 3 sons, Isaac, Samuel & Levi. So in researching Thomas's
past, a guiding rule was to loock for these 4 names in the same
geographical area.

In Virginia a record was found of a Samuel Kent receiving a
land grant in 1691 and owning 323 acres in 1723. This was in
Stafford County, Virginia. Then in 1738, he was listed as de-
ceased in Prince William County. In 1740 Isaac Kent was involved
in a land deal and was also mentioned in a will. In 1760 Thomas
Kent was a juror in 2 trials and was himself involved in a law
suit. Thus, Samuel and Isaac were mentioned in Stafford County.
In Prince William County, Samuel, Isaac and Thomas were men-
tioned. These two counties adjoin each other. In all the years of
research, this is the only time your author has found the names
Thomas, Isaac and Samuel together in the same time frame and
location. After 1760 none of these Kents appear in the 2 county
records indicating their deaths or movement. It is very possible
that they may be the antecedents of our Thomas.

Review of the early records of the following North Carolina
counties gave no indication of "our™ Kents ever residing there:
currituck, Camden, Pasquotank, Gates, Hereford, Perquimons, Chowan
Bertie, Hyde, Northampton, Dare, Tyrrell, Washington, Beaufort and
Pamlico.

It is thought that Thomas or his parents left Virginia and
settled in the area now known as Edgecombe, Halifax, Martin and
Nash counties. In the 1750-1790 era there were very few Kent
families in all of North Carolina. The following shows where
Kents resided during this period.

Source: North Carolina Tax Records of 1784, 86, 87 & 93:




John Kent
William Kent
Samuel Kent
John Kent
Peter Kent
Thomas Kent

Levi Kent
Samuel Kent

Margaret Kent

Thomas Kent
Jesse Kent

Jesse Kent, Jr.

Thomas Kent
John Kent
William Kent
John Kent
James Kent

Records of Halifax:

7 July 1760
13 Jan 1761
26 Dec 1761
1 May 1762

20 Aug 1762
"7 Sept 1763
4 Apr 1767

3 Jan 1771

Martin Co.

Halifax Co.
Martin Co.
Jdones Co.
Wilkes cCo.
Wilkes Co.}
Wilkes Co.}

(adjoins Edgecombe Co.)
(adjoins Edgecombe Co.)
(Approx.55 ni.from E/H/M/area)
In northwest corner of the
colony. Approx. 212 miles
from Edge/Hal/Mart. area

The 1790 Census again shows few Kent families in the entire state.

Approx. 55 miles from
E/H/M/area

Craven Co.}
Craven Co.}
Jones Co.)}
Edgecomnbe Co.
Nash Co. (Adjoins Edgecombe Co.)
Nash Co. " " “

(Adjoins Edgecombe Co.)
Martin Co. " " "
Martin Co. " " "
Rowan Co.} Approx. 187 miles from
Rowan Co.} E/H/M/ area

County show Kents there from 1760 to 1771

Thomas Kent sold 176 acres to George Jackson,
for £ 40.

Thomas Kent paid £ 50 to Samuel Jackson for
100 acres.

Thomas Kent sold 110 acres to Samuel Gaines
for £ 25.

Thomas Kent witnessed a will for a William
Cain.

Thomas Kent granted 300 acres - Granville
Grant #80.

Thomas Kent sold 150 acres to Thomas Savage
£10.

Thomas Kent sold 110 acres to Nicholas Lloyd
for £ 20.

Thomas Kent sold 170 acres to Elisha Wilson

“ for £ 35.

After the last date, no Kents appear in the records of Halifax

30 Oct 1752
23 July 1753
June 1759

10 Aug 1762

13 Jan 1765

Co. In the adjacent county of Edgecombe the following Kent re-
cords appear:

John Kent witnessed a deed.

Christian Kent witnessed a deed.

John Kent worked on laying out a road.

John Kent granted 525 acres - Granville Grant

Thomas Kent witnessed a land sale.




18 Sept 1775 Thomas Kent witnessed a land sale.

11 Feb 1777 Jesse Kent bought 393 acres from Charles
Wilder for £ 100.

Note that the 2 Granville Grants (Thomas-Halifax & John-
Edgecombe) were only 10 days apart. Also notice that Jesse Kent
is listed in Edgecombe County in 1777 and in Nash County in
1790.It is the contention of your author, that these Kents were
related. In such a huge colony/state as North Caroclina with so
few Kents, how could these Kents be so physically close together
and not be related?

An excellent book on early North Carolina is "North Carolina
Research, Genealogy and Local History" by Helen F.M. Leary and
Maurice R. Stirewalt. In it they made the following statements:

"Prior to 1770 it was not necessary to be present on
the land for a grant to take place. After that time
you had to be there but lots of people left right
away to go back to where they really lived or were
represented by an "agent" and managed the land
through an overseer. If a man was going to take up
residence on a piece of granted land, he usually did
so at the time of the Entry (orig. appl.)".

"It was not uncommon for one or both parties to be
residents of places other than where the land lay
since population movements and absentee land hold-
ings were common"

What is being suggested is that the Thomas Kent of Halifax
County (1760-1771) and Edgecombe County (1765-1775) and the
Thomas Kent of Craven County (4-15-1763) could have been the same
man based on the above quotes. It was not necessary to be physi-
cally on the land. "It was not uncommon to be a resident of
places other than where the land lay". It was about 55 niles
between the 2 areas, probably a 2 day trip by horseback. Then
again, the Thomas of Craven County could have been the son of
Thomas of the Halifax/Edgecombe area.

To summarize this chapter, Virginia is the most likely colony
to which the Kents came from England. They may have had suffi-
cient funds to have paid for their passage and to purchase land
in either Virginia and/or North Carolina to start. There is
circumstantial evidence that a Kent family with identical given
names settled in the Prince William/Stafford Counties of Virginia
(ie. Samuel, Isaac, Thomas - 1691-1760 era). Then again the
migrating Kents may have been indentured servants for a period of
time to work out their passage and then struck out on their own
to make a life.




There were very few Kent families in North Carolina in the
1760-1790 era. There were, however, a group of Kent families
clustered in the Edgecombe, Halifax, Martin, Nash county area. It
is reasonable to believe that they were related. It is reasoned
that "Our" Thomas was a member of these related families and
moved to the Dover area, a distance of about 55 miles to make his
start in life.
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Bern and the
ocean with its
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of places other
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two day trip one way. The Thomas Kent who appeared at Dover 1763
had to come from somewhere. Why not from the reasonable close
area where a Thomas Kent was known to have resided.

Then again, all of the preceding may just be hogwash. He and
his family could have traveled directly from England to New Bern
(despite the treacherous Outer Banks reputation as a graveyard of
ships), disembarked and traveled 23 miles to Dover and said "this
is it".

Well there you have it. What do you think? How did Thomas Kent
arrive at a "place called Dover"?

014 saying: When a man loses sight of his past, he loses
the ability to look forward intelligently.




Kent Arrivals in New World prior to 1763

Source: various ship records

Nova Scotia

John (Halifax) 1749
Joseph (Halifax) 1749
Eliz 1750
John 1750
Isaac (Anapolis) 1760
Barbados

Joane 1663
George 1673
John 1679
Edward (19) 1685
Peter 1685
Jamaica

Abraham 1684
Connecticut

John 1686
Massachusetts

John 1620
Joshua 1620
Jane 1633
Mary 1633
Richard 1633
Richard (Ipswitch) 1635
Richard (Newbury) 1636
Margery 1638
Stephen 1638
Stephen (Newbury) 1639
Thomas 1640
Joshua (Dedham) 1646
John 1654
James (Newbury) 1669
Samuel (Springfield) 1691
William (Boston) 1691
John (Newbury) 1718
Delaware

Robert 1682
Carolina

Thomas 1724
New Jersey

Thomas 1678
William " 1664 or 1684

Georgia
Richard

Pennsylvania
William

Philadelphia .

Robert
Robert
Nicolas
Mattias

New World
Edward
Peter
Abrahanm
John
John
Sarah
John
Ann
John
John
Richard
John

New England
Edward

Richard
Stephen
Richard
Rebecca (16)
Stephen (17)

Maryland
Ann

Francis
Henry
William
Elizabeth
Thomas
Walter
Henry
John
Thomesin
Robert
Thomas
Francis

1741

1682

i682
1685
1732
1743

1685
1685
1714
1731
1736
1740
1742
1744
1744
1748
1752
1754

1620
1620

- 1620

1633
1638
1638

1653
1653
1658
1658
1663
1663
1663
1665
1665
1665
1666
1666
1667




Maryland (cont'd)

Robert
Robert
Jane
George
Anne (21)
Mary

v inia
Joane
Humphrey
Nico (16)
Robert
James
Edward
John
Priscilla
Elizabeth
Joseph
Rich
James
Henry
*Thomas
Eliza
John

Wnm

1668
1669
1669
1675
1677
1678 or 1679

1621
1619,1624,1626
1653 or 1635
1639

1653

1654

1654 °

1654
1655
1656
1657 or 1658
1662
1663
1666
" 1699
1701
1701

Edward (Rappahannock) 1729
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The Seeds of Revolution

For the purpose of estimating the year of Y"our" Thomas' birth,
let us assume that he was 21 years old at the time of his
marriage. Let us also assume, contrary to common belief, that
Isaac was his second son and that his first son was named Thomas.
The reasoning for assuming an earlier son will be developed later
in this booklet. Isaac's birth was probably ca 1755, thus first
son Thomas was probably born ca 1754. Working backwards from
these dates, "our" Thomas was probably born ca 1733 or before.

What was the world of Thomas like? What was North Carolina
like in the 1675-1763 era, the time of Thomas and his parents? It
is interesting to speculate on what the social and political
environment was like in his life time. He really lived during
historical times. And what was his daily life like? To try to
answer these questions, a brief description of those times fol-
lows.

The early history of America was one of exploration and annex-
ation. The Spanish concentrated their efforts on Mexico & Peru
wherever gold and precious stones were found. The French settled
in the area now included in eastern Canada, along the Great Lakes,
the Mississippi Valley and the area of present day Florida and
Louisiana. England concentrated its efforts along the Atlantic
seaboard.

The restoration of Charles II to the throne of England was the
beginning of a vigorous effort to develop the American colonies.
During his reign (1660-1685), New York (New Amsterdam) was ac-
gquired from the Dutch, and the colonies of New Jersey, Maryland,
Pennsylvania and Delaware were founded. The older colonies in the
New England area and Virginia rounded out the British controlled
colonies.

Below the southern border of Virginia very little exploration
and colonization had occurred. The coast line of what is now
North Carolina was very dangerous and inhospitable. It consisted
of shallow waters with shifting sands and currents. If you look
at a map of North Carolina, you will see a shoreline of over 270
miles of islands guarding the mainland. This area was known as
the grave yard of ships. Even to this day, constant dredging is
required to keep water deep enough for navigation. As a result,
the development of North Carolina was slow. Its northern neigh-
bor, Virginia, which was a Royal Colony, looked down with disdain
~at the region and people of North Carolina.

To pay a debt to those who had helped him return to the Eng-
lish throne, Charles II granted proprietary rights to Carclina

10




(the area which is now North & South Carolina) to eight of his
loyal supporters, men of wealth, men of the military and men of
government. These proprietary rights included all governing.
rights. The objective of the King was to expand the British
empire, to develop commerce, to expand the Christian faith and
increase the personal fortunes of the eight Lord Proprietors.

For 69 years the Lord Proprietors administered the Carolina
Colony with constant turmoil between the settlers and the author-
ities. The government created by the Proprietors consisted of a
Governor and Council of their choosing, sheriffs, constables,
etc., the court system to punish the unruly, the organization of
a militia, a tax collection system, custom fee collection, land
grants, etc.

The one limit to the Lord Proprietor's authority was that laws
were to be enacted with the "advice, consent of the freemen or a
greater part of them or their delegates". Thus the settlers were
to have the same rights as the King's subjects in England.

The Governor and Council were appointed by the Lord Proprie-
tors in London (absentee landlords) while an assembly of elected
delegates represented the average person. The members of the
Governor's Council eventually became what we would call the Upper
House and the elected delegates were the Lower House of the
Colony's Assembly. Instructions came to the Governor from the
Lord Proprietors in London and from the English Parliament while
the elected delegates represented the people's wishes. As a re-
sult, for 69 years (1660-1729), the Carolinas were plagued with
unrest, confusion, slow growth and rebellion. ?gﬁf

The government of the Lord Proprietors was weak and ineffi-
cient. Some of the governors were high handed and ruthless. One;‘\
governor was jailed by "armed rebels", another governor was
forbidden to enter the colony and another governor wvas convicted I~
by the assembly of numerous crimes and banished from the colony.

By the year 1729, the entire Carolina Colony had only 30,000
whites and 5,000 slaves. It was the least settled of all the
English colonles in America. Tgeﬁflxst—tgwn—inﬁNbrLg“gggglipa,
Bath_ﬂyggﬁ&g&i_%%&ﬁ;gmLZQQAWBy 1709, it consisted of only twélve
houses and was e only town in the entire colony. The town of
New Bern was founded in 1710.

These problems of slow growth, open rebellion and difficulty
in governing, reached such a critical point that the Crown (Royal
Government of England) bought out the Lord Proprietors and took
over the control of the colony in 1729. This date is about that
of "Our" Thomas' birth (1733). Whether he and his parents were in
North Caroclina at this time is unknown but the reader can appre-
ciate the mood and problems of the times. The colony had been
split in 1719, creating the royal colony of South Carclina.

Under the Royal government takeover in 1729, the fortunes of
North Carolina began to improve. The population showed a rapid

11




increase growth after 1729.

1729 35,000
1752 100,000
1765 200,000
1786 350,000

Trade with England
brought much needed goods
to the Colony. Such items
as clothing, tools, seeds,
etc. were in great demand.

"begun%ytthNGL TSH at apeFiare, The quality of the gover-
,nmﬂRWﬂmmﬂwﬁmnmmﬂﬂ %ﬁ&g - - . nors also improved. In most
' ok sy, . ‘ cases they were more able,
experienced and tactful.
Still the governor repre-
sented England, its Church,
taxes, rents for the land,
etc. The people's delegates
(Lower House) to the Assem-
bly had never ending bat-
tles with the Royal Gover-
nor. As the years passed
conflicts between the
governed and the governors
became increasingly bitter.

"our" Thomas grew up in
this time of expansion,
T ' T land acguisition, land
One of the great many promotional tracts published during the Qaya] opment and turmo il. As

proprictary period. you know Thomas settled at
- : - Dover which is a place
SBB‘S“TUTE SFGR{. about 23 miles northwest of
Ew,m0¥t=yn08tw ~ New Bern.

‘The area where Thomas ‘settled (Dover) was close to the site of
many historical events. Surely Thomas, as he grew up, must have
heard the tales often. In 1711, the Tuscarora Indians, whose chief
towns and fishing and hunting grounds were along the Trent and
Neuse rivers suddenly went to war. There were about 4,000 Indians
involved including about 1,200 fighting warriors. They had treated
" the early settlers well, helping them to cultivate crops and to
hunt. But soon the whites became contemptuocus of the Indians, did
not recognize the Indians' right to land and used sharp trading
practices so as to cheat the Indians.

The settlement of New Bern (1710) was the spark that set off the
Tuscarora Indians. On September 22, 1711, they attacked the white
settlers along the Neuse River and Pamlico Sound, butchering over
130 people,burning crops, homes, butchering cattle, etc. Some of
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the actions of the Indians was so savage and brutal that it is
better left undescribed. The loss of life would have been greater
except that one friendly Indian chief in the area of the town of
Bath in the Ablemarle area did not join the uprising.

The war lasted until 1713. Virginia refused to send military
aid unless land concessions were made to them. South Carolina did
send aid. The Indians were finally defeated in a battle March 25,
1713 with a loss of about 800 warriors. After their defeat some
of the Tuscarora stayed in the area and some migrated to New
York, home of their ancestors.
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Dover, where "Our" Thomas settled in 1763 would have been
right in the middle of all this action. He must have heard tales
of the war as long as he lived.

Because of the shallow waters, the irreqular shoreline and the
countless coves ‘and creeks, pirates used these North Carclinian
waters to hide, rest and reprovision after the British drove them
out of the Bahamas. Blackbeard (Edward Teach) and Major Stede
Bonnet were two of over one hundred pirates to use these waters.
In fact, they were welcome since they would sell their booty at
bargain prices. One of the governors was accused of dealing with
pirates. The Lord of Trades in London complained that "“the har-
boring and encouraging of pirates in the Carolinas resulted in
great damage to his Majesty's service".

Blackbeard used Bath, North Carolina as his base. As the crow
flies Bath is only 42 miles from Dover.

Bonnet was finally captured and hanged by the South Carolin-
ians. The Governor of Virginia sent a naval force manned by
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British sailors after Black-
beard. They encountered the
pirate near Ocracoke Inlet
where Blackbeard and half of
his crew were killed in savage
hand to hand fighting on Novem-
ber 22, 1718. Ocracoke Inlet is
on the south end of Ocracoke
Island, one of the outer bank
islands of North Carolina,
about 65 miles from New Bern.

The Tuscarora Indian War and
the pirate era preceded "Our"
Thomas by 45 to 50 years. Still
it was part of the tradition of
Craven County.

During the period of 1739-48,
Spanish ships preyed upon North
| Carolinian ships. In the year
l 1747, they seized twelve North
Carolinian ships and in 1748
they attack and plundered the
town of Beaufort which lies
about 35 miles southeast of New
Bern. "“"Our" Thomas would have
been about 16 years old at the
time.

The years under the Royal
, Governors (1729-75) were years
of population growth, and expansion. The port of Brunswick located
ten miles up the Cape Fear River and the port of Wilmington, 12
miles further up the river were founded between 1725-35. These
became the only deep water ports of entry into North Carolina.

Edward Teach, the pirate, better known as “Blackbeard.”

Because of poverty in Europe, legal discrimination, religious
persecution, famine and war, a veritable flood of immigrants to
North Carolina began about 1750 and contlnued up to 1775. The
population in the colony grew rapidly.

Most of the immigrants were Scotch, Scotch-Irish, Welsh,
English and German. Most came through the ports of Brunswick and
Wilmington and settled central and western North Carolina. Anoth-
er route called the "“Green Path" started in Philadelphia and ran
through Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and ending in Salisbury,
North Carolina (mid center of N. Carolina). Another route was
from Norfolk, Va into the Ablemarle Sound country and water
systen.

Just where, when, and by which route " Our" Thomas or his
parents before him came to North Carolina is a mystery. All that
is known for sure is that he appeared at Dover, Craven Co.in 1763.

w/,_‘—-'-"“""—'"—'
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Early settlers passing through the rivers and swamps from Virginia into Albemarle Coun.

An event that occurred in the colonies which definitely was
during Thomas's life was the French and Indian War (1754-63). He
would have been 21-30 years of age at the time and he may have
even been involved in some way. This war was really the extension
of the Seven Years War in Europe between England and France. In
America, the French had many Indian allies (Shawnee, Delaware,
Cherokee) who had suffered loss of their lands and countless
indignities from the American colonists. The French controlled
what is now Canada, the Northwest Territories, the Ohio Valley,
the Mississippi Valley and Louisiana.

The war was fought along an undefined border claimed by both
France and England. This included the northern borders of Penn-
sylvania, Virginia and North Carolina. North Carolinians were
involved in battles as far north as New York, the site of present
day Pittsburgh, Northern Virginia and the entire northern border
of North Carolina. To capture the mood, savagery and realisnm,
your author recommends reading the book "Follow The River" by
James Alexander Thom. It is, no doubt avallable in your local
library and is fascinating. :

To illustrate the mood of the day, young George Washington,
who was in command of a small detachment of Virginia militia,
warned the French commander in the area to leave English terri-
tory. The French officer's reply was "We are here and by God we
expect to stay here". The French won many battles initially but
the tide turned with Montreal and Quebec finally falling to the
British. In North Carolina there was much fighting on its western
borders. The Indian (French allies) system of fighting was to
sneak up and shoot from behind, to set fire to houses and barns,
to scalp and to mutilate. Many horrible "“murders" were reported
in the colony. This must have been a subject of concern and
discussion, probably on a daily basis between "Our" Thomas and
his wife, although much of the action took place north and west’
of where he had acquired land.
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Altogether, the Colony provided over 1800 men and 66,000 pounds
to the war effort. In 1763 (the year Thomas appeared at Dover),
the treaty of Paris was concluded ending the Seven Years War in
Europe (and thus the French and Indian War in America). With the
war over, England was now free to develop their American Colonies.

Great Britain's national debt as a result of the French and
Tndian War was at least 60 milliong£. The British leaders felt the
colonies should help pay a portion of this since it was in their
defense. So the Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Granville with
the help of the British Parliament and with the King's approval,
developed a series of laws known as the New Colony Policy.

Contrary to what one might think, the end of the French and
Indian War did not lead to a serene political life in the colo-
nies. Instead a steady and increasing series of events occurred
that lead ultimately to the Revolutionary War.

Because the war was fought over such a wide geographical area
and the militia of each colony engaged in battles in the sister
colonies, a spirit of cooperation and common interest developed.
Prior to the war, each of the colonies went its own way and ,
outside of trade, had little feeling of unity with the other
colonies. Each colony was to a large degree, self-sufficient and
felt no need to cooperate for a common cause. In a sense they
were like independent little countries.

In North Carolina, political strife intensified. As previously
mentioned, the Governor and his Privy Council (confidential advi-
sors) were the chief executive and administrative officers of the
colony owing their allegiance to the English Crown. The Lower
House was made up of elected representatives of the people. The
county was the basic political unit. Each county was represented
in the Lower House.

Eastern North Carolina, having been settled the longest, had
the most counties (they tended to be small), had larger more
developed holdings and tended toward supporting the Crown. The
west, with the opening of the deep water ports of Brunswick and
Wilmington was heavily settled by recent immigrants with smaller
land holdings in the counties formed in the central and western
portions of the Colony. Since political representatives were by
county, the older more conservative and less populated eastern
counties held the balance of political power. In addition, the
Governor called for sessions of the Assembly to be held in the
east. At a travel pace of 20-30 miles per day and distances of
120-180 miles, the settlers of the central and western areas were
constantly angry and contentious. As a result, arguments, protests
and fights occurred between the people themselves.
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As the Assembly increased the number of representatives of the
newer more populated areas, the Lower House became more aggres-—
sive and antagonistic toward the Governor. The Governor also had
to heed the Privy Council who represented the Crown and enforced
the laws of the King, his Privy Council and such Roval agencies
as the Board of Trade, The Treasury Board, the Secretary of the
State for the Southern Department (the Carolinas), the War Board,
the Admiralty Board and the Commission of Customs.

Now-a-days, our President has problems getting along with
Congress. Think of what a Royal Governor had to put up with. All
of the above agencies in England and an angry militant group of
people's representatives!

All of the laws coming from England were passed by the English
Parliament. In NC, the Assembly would meet and pass their own laws
covering such items as taxes, road development, land distribution,
political representation, etc.

The absolute worse source of irritation was the day to day
administration of government. The local government in each county
was non-representative. Every officer (sheriff, constable, road
overseer, surveyor, justice of the peace, etc.) was appointed by
the Governor. None were elected by the people. Corruption was
everywhere. Excessive taxes and fees were common. There was fraud-
ulent record keeping of money collected from the people. In 1767
Governor Tryon wrote to the Earl of Shelburne (in England) %the
sheriffs have embezzled more than half of the public money orderec
to be collected by them".

The people of North Carolina held mass meetings, appealed to
the Assembly, wrote petitions describing the abuses, had several
riots and broke into jails and freed settlers who had refused to
pay taxes. In 1768 a group called the Requlators was formed whose
purpose was to peacefully protest these abuses. Their stated
program was to (1) pay no more taxes than required by law, (2) pay
no more fees than required by law. Over 500 people in Orange
County signed a document stating these points.

When presented to the Governor, he ordered them to give up the
name Regulators, cease their activities, go home and pay their
taxes. Events escalated from 1768-1771 to a point that the Gover-
nor raised a militia group of 1,450 men and confronted a force of
~ 2,000 Regulators in the town of Hillsborough (Orange Co.). When
the Regulators refused to lay down their arms and disperse, the
Governor gave orders to fire. A two hour battle ensued wherein
the Requlators were defeated and scattered. The battle broke the
Regulator movement. Many moved out of the colony. But as you can
well imagine, this event only served to inflame the common people
toward the government. Can't you imagine what our Thomas was
thinking?
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, The next Governor
4 of North Carolina,
} Josiah Martin,wrote
that he saw clearly
that the Regulators
"had been proveked
i by insolence and
cruel advantage
= 23] taken of the peo-
‘=l pPles ignorance by
Zl mercenary tricking
il lawyers, clerks and
‘other little offi-
%l cers who practiced
Z{upon them every
=] sort of caprice and
*| extortion",

_ Our Thomas would

: = have been 34 years
Governor Tryon and the Regulators. of age in 1767 \/
: with a wife and at
least four children. In addition to all of these troubles, there
were more to come. With the end of the Seven Years War in 1763,
England reorganized its government to extend protection, govern-
ment and the opportunity to exploit the colonies. It was called
their "New Colony Policy“. Major items were to keep a standing
army of 10,000 men in the colonies and strlcter enforcement of
law.

To develop financial gain from the colonies, the English Par-
liament passed the Act of 1763 which immediately was met with an
angry reaction in the colonies, as was the Currency Act of 1765.
What really set the colonies off however, was the passing of the
Stamp Act of 1765. This law (a scheme to raise money) stated that
Engllsh stamps and English stamp paper were to be used in the
colonies on a wide variety of legal documents, bills of lading,
newspapers, cards, diplomas, to name just a few of many. When
news of the passage of this Act reached the colonies, ‘a wave of
angry protest swept through all the colonies.

In England, there could be no taxes imposed on the people
‘without their representation. The colonies took the position that
there could be no taxation on them without representation in Par-
liament. The North Carolina Assembly stated "it was the Assembly's
right to frame every bill whereby aid was granted to the King and
any attempt to deprive them thereof was an 1nfr1ngement of the
-rlghts and privileges of the Assembly"™.

All the colonies opposed the Stamp Act. The Massachusetts

Legislature sent out a letter to all the Assemblies of all the
colonies inviting them to send delegates to a Congress (a formal
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assembly) to discuss poli-
cies the colonies should
take toward the Stamp Act
and England's other poli-
cies toward the American
colonies. This was the
first meeting of all the
colonies to organize for
their common good. The
Congress stated their
loyalty to the Crown but
ocbjected to laws passed by
Parliament. Demonstrations
throughout the colonies
were held.

me ACT

In November 1765, the
stamps and stamp paper
arrived at Brunswick. A
militant group of colonists
laid siege to the ship for
four months, refusing to
let the ship off load its
cargo. A force of several
hundred people constantly
surrounded the Governor's
residence. By February
there were over 2,000
protesting North Caroclin- Stamp Act Riot at New Bern
jans in New Brunswick. Narth Carolina Collection, The University of North Carolina ar Chapel Hill

Let's hope Our Thomas was one of them. The ship with its stamps
was forced to sail away. Events such as this throughout the colo-
nies resulted in Parliament repealing the Stamp Act in 1766.

The English Chancellor of the Exchequer (Treasury) was deter-
nined to raise 40,000£ from the colonies to reduce taxes in Eng-
land. The result was the Revenue Act of 1767 which placed import
duties on wine, tea, paper, glass, lead and colored paint. A part.
of the law stated that violators of the law were to be tried in
courts of vice-admiralty (naval) which had no juries.

The Massachusetts colony taking the lead, sent letters to all
the other colonies telling them of the law and what Massachusetts
planned to do. Lord Hillsborough, Secretary of State for the
colonies (in England), sent a letter to all the other colonies
legislatures (assemblies) ordering them to disregard the letter.

The colonies supported Massachusetts and they agreed to a
policy of "non-importation". In other words, they would not
accept any shipment of any kind from England Trade dropped
dramatlcally. People in England lost their jobs. As a result,
in 1770 the Act was repealed by Parliament except for the tax
on tea.
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Consequently, trade relations with England improved and in-
creased in 1770-1772, still resistance in the colonies was mount-
ing. A system of exchanging information between the colonies was
established, called, Committees of Correspondence. The Acts and
Policies of the English Government with the colonies' plans of
resistance were the themes of the Correspondence. This system was
the beginning of the American union.

on the night of December 16,1773, the Boston Tea Party oc-
curred. Dressed as Indians, Bostonians dumped tea valued at
£10,000 into the sea. At other ports, the ships were sent back to
England and, in Charleston, South Carolina, the tea was seized
and held in vaults.

Parliament responded by passing the Coercive Act Bill in 1774
which closed the port of Boston. The colonies united behind
Massachusetts instantly. As a result, a call went through the
Committees of Correspondence for a general Congress "to deliber-
ate on measures which the united interest of America may, from
time to time, require. The result was, the first Continental
congress of 1774. It essentially pledged the support of the
twelve colonies to Massachusetts and prepared a Petition to the
King and the People of Great Britain. Most importantly, it set up
‘a plan to cease imports and exports to England. Trade dropped 97%
'in one year.

The Assembly of North Carolina supported all these actions
enthusiastically. They went so far as to send a ship to Salem,
Massachusetts, which was still open to shipping, with 2,096
‘bushels of corn, 22 barrels of flour and 17 barrels of pork,
aboard.

In 1775 leaders in the American colonies and in England were
in no mood to compromise. That is not to say that everyone in
America supported the American leaders. In North Carclina, it has
been estimated that those loyal to the Crown (Tories) and those
opposed (Whlgs), were about equal in number. But with the non-
compromising attitude by leaders on both sides of the Atlantlc,
anything could happen, and did. ,

In Massachusetts, on April 19,1775, General Gage, leader of
the English military in the colonies, made an attempt to seize
the military stores of the Whigs and the battles at Lexington,
‘Bunker Hill and Concord resulted in "the shot heard 'round the
world".

In Mecklenburg County, North Carolina on May 20, 1775, a meet-
ing was held that declared "citizens of that county are free and
independent people". A traitorous action in those times!

So you see, "Our" Thomas was right in the middle of it all.

You Kents are descendants of pioneer and revolutionary stock.
Feel proud.
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The local safety committees in each colony issued documents to
appraise the people as to what was happening and to organize
support for the American cause. This was issued by the New Bern
committee. This was 16 months before the Declaration of Independ-

ence and the beginning of War. See the next page for a more read-
able copy.

At a Meeting of the COMMITTEE

.+ Sor the County of CRAVEN, and
- Town of NEWBERN, on the 4th
~ Day of March,y 1775.

a ESOLVED, that at this critical Junéture it becomes the Duty
of this Committes to remind thar Conftituents, that feveral
important Rules and Regulations, eftabliffind by the Gene-

.ral Congrets, have now lately taken Place; and they hereby beg

Leave amcftldy to exbrort them, ‘as they regard the future Welfare of
themfelves and their Pofterity, fo remain firm and fteady in the com-

-mon Caufe of Liberty, and thauhmteﬁif the fame by paying a facred

Regaid to thofe Rules, as the daly Means left, under Divine Providence,
of delivering America from the auel Hand of arbitrary Power: We, of
the Committee, dt the ame"Tisme obferve, with inc::yre[ﬁblc Joy, that
the People of New-Yirk remain firm in the Canfe of Liberty, note
- Withftanding every Art that a corrupt Miniftry, and a Set of defpicable
Scribblers under them, could invent and put in Pragtice, to arcatc a Di-
. vifion of political Scntiments in that Province; and that they have lately
obliged Two Ships, richly laden with Britifs Goods, to leave their Port,
and retumn t6 the Place from whence they came, agreeable to the Articles
. of Affociation recommiended :{ the General Congrefs, which all are

“equally bound, by e::z Tie gf Honour, mutual Fiith, and perfonal

“Security, to obferve and fupport, for the arditrary Defigns of Parliament

“appear 1o longer under Difguife.--the Standard of its Tyranny is now

- ‘ercfted in this once happy Land; and a melanicholy Sample have they

-afforded us, of what we may E;xg&m future from their Juflice and

- glquity'.!;l.f w; fuhmit‘tothcirw‘ almdand )_r«p:;‘ltw;n for!;_xe mn:l:l only affumss

. . the Right of taxing us at Picafure, , It , of ing Laws to
Richard Blackledge, bind us in all Cafes whatfocver ; but, to cronn the Whole, fhe has patt
a member of the . @ Law for tranfporting s like Fefons occationully over-Sea, to be tried,

committee was a next  condenned and punifhed, ia Cafe we fhould at any Time murmor at our
‘door neighbor of . Ha:ﬂlhx&s. of prove otherwife obnoxious to Men'in Power; and to carry
Thomas Kent this mo Scheme oF Tyranny into Execution, we find the Towns

of our Fellow Countrymen to the Northward infefted with Armies, and
their Ports and Hurbours with Fleets. Be fenfible, O Americans! of

- seis the Coundils of the General Cangreds.
land in the County ST S bl T

"surveyed for Thomas your Danger; let that unite you together as onc Man; and ceafe not to
Rent 150 acres of ' "’;‘E”“ the great D‘fﬁr" of all Things to aflift mdcmwn v_mth Suca

of Craven lying in AR R Cogdell, i James

the fork of Moseley's iR . Joceb Jobnflen,
Creek beginning at y i Jacob Blourt,
Richard Blackledge's '_7”./4'5 Leech,
cornerm™. _‘Jﬂ&t. Gqﬂon,

o William Bryas.

S
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This document really says, choose your side. For the Colonies or
For the King. (You and I have had our freedom given to us.
These people had to fight for it.)

Resolved, that at this critical juncture it becomes
the duty of this Committee to remind their constituents
that several important rules and regulations, estab-
lished by the General Congress, have now lately taken
place; and they hereby beg leave earnestly to exhort
them as they regard the future welfare of themselves
and their posterity, to remain firm and steady in the
common cause of Liberty, and that they testify the same
by paying a sacred regard to those rules, as the only
means left, under Divine Providence, of delivering ;
America from the cruel hand of arbitrary power: We, |
of the Committee, at the same time observe, with inex- -
pressible joy, that the people of New York remain firm |
in the good cause of Liberty, not withstanding every art i
that a corrupt Ministry, and a set of despicable Scrib-
blers under them, could invent and put into practice,to
create a division of political sentiments in that Prov-
ince; and that they have lately obliged two ships,richly
iaden with British goods, to leave their port and return
to the place from whence they canme, agreeable to the
Articles of Association recommended by the General Con-
gress, which all are equally bound, by every tie of
honour, mutual faith and persconal security, to observe
and support, for the arbitrary designs of Parliament
appear no longer under disguise - the standard of its
tyranny is now erected in this once happy land; and a
melancholy sample have they afforded us, of what we may
expect in future from their Justice and Equity, if we

- submit to their edicts already past; for it not only
assumes the Right of taxing us at pleasure, and, in
short, of making laws to bind us in all cases whatso-
ever; but, to crown the whole, it has past a law for
transporting us like Felons occasionally over sea, to
be tried, condemned and punished, in case we showed at
any time murmur at our hardships, or prove otherwise
obnoxious to men in power; and to carry this most cruel
scheme of tyranny into execution, we find the towns of
our fellow countrymen to the northward infiltrated with
arms, and their ports and harbours with fleets. Be
sensible, O Americans! of your danger' let that unite
you together as one man, and cease not to implore the
disposer of all things to assist and crown with success
the Councils of the General Congress.
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This item appeared 10 months before the Declaration of
Independence. It was issued by the New Bern safety committee
warning citizens of Craven County (and North Carolina) not to
communicate with the royal governor. This was a traitorous act
at the time against the King. Today we know how the Revolutionary
War turned out. But in those days, it must have been fearsome to
dare to oppose the might of England.

In COMMITTEE, NEWBERN;
Auguft 5, 1775
R O M the late Conduc®,of Governor Auartin at Fort Yokiflon, and
, Intelligence fince reccived by this Committer, it he mtends
eretting the King's Standard, 'and ‘commencing Hoftilities againft ‘the
Pﬁk of this Province. It is therefore Refekeed, That no Perlon or
Perions whadoever have any Correfpondence with hiny, either by perfo.
nal Coemmunication ‘or Letter; ‘on Pain of being decrmed Enemies to the
Libertics of America, and dealt with accordingly. And that.ne Perfon
or Perfons prefume to remové-Mim or themielves from hence to Core
' ‘Seund, or any other Part of the Province where the Governor reéfides,
- without Leave of this Committee, as he or they will not be {affered to
return here. -
By Order,

R. COGDELL, Chairman.

From the late conduct of Governor Martin at Fort John-
ston, and intelligence since received by this committee,
it appears he intends erecting the King's Standard, and
commencing hostilities against the people of this Prov-
ince. It is therefore resolved, that no person or per-
sons whatsocever have any correspondence with him, either
by personal-communication or letter, on pain of being
deemed enemies to the liberties of America, and dealt
with accordingly. And that no person or persons presume
to remove him or themselves from hence to Core Sound, or
any other part of the province where the Governor re-
sides without leave of this committee, as he or they
will not be suffered to return here.
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This notice appeared in.the Craven County paper on Sept.1
1775. The New Bern safety committee ordered the confiscation of
arms from citizens who had not signed the articles of associa~-
tion. This was 10 months before the Declaration of Independence.
North Caroclina at the time was a Craven Colony under the XKing

(not a state) and this was treason at the time with jail or death
to those who issued this declaration.

N E W B ERN Augn{t X4 |
CoMMITTEE CHAMDERR. . - e
\thrcu all thofc who have not fubfcribed. d:camclcs of
sflociation, have fufficiently tcftified to the pﬂbhc,ﬂi«‘lz
they are encmies to the liberties of Amcncz; and as the
pnncrplcs of felf-prefervation makes it abfolutcly aecefe
tury that they thould' be deprived of theirarms, therefo
it is Ordered, that the Caprains of the feveral’ companics
in this county and town require of all fach fulpcQed pere
fons, as well their_ fire arms, as -, L
and all guapowder, lead, and' other militacy flotes’s sad
that the faid feveral caprains be impowered:w:give ré— ..
ceiprs for all fuch guns, &c. and dclnrcr thenrant fo fuch.
perfons of his or thetr company, nor hanag‘m &c. as
may be 'dlmg to ferve in the Amcnczu canfc‘
By Order, - ;
R. COGDELL,Chmrm:n..
A true copy from thic minutes..
J S:Tcnsans, Sccrmry.

NEW BERN August 14
Committee Chamber

Whereas all those who have not subscribed the articles
of association, have sufficiently testified to the
public, that they are enemies to the liberties of Ameri-
" ca; and as the principles of self-preservation makes it
absolutely necessary that they should be deprived of
their arms, therefore it is ordered, that the captains
of the several companies in this county and town require
of all such suspected persons, as well their fire arms,
sword and all gunpowder,lead, and other military stores:
and that the said several captains be empowered to give
receipts for all such guns, etc. and deliver them out to
such persons of his or their company, nor having arms,
etc. as may be willing to serve in the American cause.
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The North Carolina Gazette (New Bern) carried this advertise-
ment on August 4, 1777. The Revolutionary War was not 1 year oild.
It should be remembered that England prided itself as the ruler
of the sea. These feisty Yankees were out to make them prove it.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

‘ - NEWBERN, Awgufd 4, 1777
ANTED immediately for the celebrated and well known
Brig of War, STURDY BEGGAR, uader Command
of James Campbell, Efq; naw fitting oue atshis Place for 2 thore
Cryize againlt the Engmies of the Thirtcen United Statcs, a
few good Seamen and Marines, The Sturdy Beggar is allowed
to be the handfomeft Veflel ever built in Auarica, is compleady
" furnithed with all Kinds of warlike Stores, Ammunitiun, e,
s remarkable for faft failing, havieg never chafed a Vefil bue
fhe foon came up with, = . -
.For the Entouragement of fuch Scamen as may choofe to en-
_ter on Board faid Veflel, Twanrtr DotLans Bounty will be
given. Such Seamen and Marines are requelted to repair to faid
Vefiel immediately, that the may be got to Sea in Time fur the
rtad Famaica Fleet, of the Sailing and Route of which thers.
1s the mott ‘vndoubted Inctelligence received. . _
N. B. Prize Mafters, alfo petty Officers,- are waafing,

‘ADVERTISEMEN‘I‘S.
Newbern, August 4,1777

Wanted immediately for the celebrated and well known
Brig of War, STURDY BEGGAR, under command of James Camp-
bell, Esq.; now fitting out at this place for a short
cruise against the enemies of the thirteen United States,
a few good seamen and marines. The Sturdy Beggar is
allowed to be the handsomest vessel ever built in Ameri-
ca, is compleatly furnished with all kinds of warlike
stores, ammunition, etc. is remarkable for fast sailing,
having never chased a vessel but she soon came up with.

For the encouragement of such seamen as may choose to
enter on board said vessel, twenty dollars bounty will be
given. Such seamen and marines are requested to repair to
said vessel immediately, that she may be got to sea in
time for the grand Jamaica Fleet, of the sailing and
route of which there is the most undoubted intelligence
received.

N.B. Prize Master, also petty Officers, are wanting.
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NLEWBERN, Otover 31, 3777 ; :

. Jo the late Battle of Germanrown, figh-1ag onder 1oe illaftrie Nore: Read £ as s
ous WASHINGTON, in the glorious Caule of, Freedo.i, the VO &' =4S 2
common laheritance of Mankind, lately in-zded by slebloady '

Liegions of 2 moit inexerable T'yrast, fcil the brave, bu: vatere
tanate Biigadier Geoeral NASH. He was potted at +he Heed POfted = po sted
of ke ‘;I;:?c' s of ‘h}‘ 6";‘-‘*!1'. nca Corps de ‘P.c tcve, when the f y :
winged Menicager df Deutr, a Cannon Bajl {ypmoned hiar wo mmoned = mmon
the peacefol Repions of Biifs; it firuck hi.i‘;n the Thigh, tore gmmone S¢ ed
‘his Sody in a moit dreadful Manner, and killed Lis Horle under
bim., Every Afi.ance vas immediately off -red, but in vaing
aud he now lies in the Dut, with the other Worthies of Ame-
rica, who_have fell facrifices in the great Caute, and whofe
Blood eries alood to Heaven for Vengzance on tne Authors of
this Traar aationa] Calamity, General Nasy was among the
Rift i thia State who ftood forth in Vindication of injured In-
pacentd and the Rights of Homaniry, and very estly touk the.

Ficld as 'L}cmenagxl Caolonel in the firgt Regiment of ‘h:':-d Sr;te,
whiere his fuperior Abilities and exaleed Merir foon rai 13 ; .
-3°f.th='hbhim€:hlé Commend trem whib b fell.  Coo'n £ aad Hunders of Tories, espe-
Inurepicdity ia the Day of Battle tormed Bim for a Commaader, cially Scots, rcturncd to their
El;;i' apo itcl;' cxm'p]m}t and caly f‘f h.\_vgcur, eained lam gv=3¢t | homeland rather than oppose
Eftczm’ia “We Army, “In privace Life, he was the Gentiz ez, : .
the focial 'Compan{d.‘_‘l_hgfl-'ric::d ot Maukind, "I, Doretic, the CI’O\:VH. ThlSerport ap-
g:e md&":ﬁmdcr,‘ afc@louate, znd inculgne, If hi; Coune:y, | peared in the North-Carolina
‘Sociéry, ‘bis Fricuds and Relazices, arc deprivid of fo watwbic | ,

2 Mca}xhcr, haw fevere muit’ be the Streke fm his mourare! «:.d Gazette (New Bern) On.31
w;dowé'd L.ady, «Hha, with two tender Jutaors, the fc;r Pledg=s ||October 1777, along with an
of their.tuajsgal Felicity, afe leiz 1o lament his Lofs in unara oy

terable W'-ch" 'glf any :‘a‘?’;auiudnn can footh the fobbing Beradt acc_ount of the dcad} of Brlg

of bbb “ditisnfolste Widow, ¥ mait be the grear and gionuua adier General Francis Nash.

Curfe 1o which Se lell; mo lels than :hyt of endeavowring: -0 sv North Caroli

frec the Lazg from 82 Sepredazions of bloody T-rant , w 9 (C%(l)lurt? y lina e
.are waltiag car Cuna'ry with Fire ncd Sword, and i rad g : ection. )

among vs evesy Spevies of Dedolation, even the bratal Viole- :
tion of Femals Cuanlity. '

Ou daiuciay lalt, fscd frow o Fors, ok o w.cnded
Voyage o jamaiss, & fecond Scotch Tranfpor:, Lavieg s .
Board a Nuwmber of Gentlemen of that Navon, par.icuidrly
Mell, Arsuiocld and loha Hamil:vn, Genticoen ihatheve leng
reizded 39 Az.ertzs, and, with great Reputation, dcquired very
confidesiblz Forwaes, buc ave wahappily under the faul min:fe
teriul Deiugon, which kas driven .[%p Numbers of tcir Lo @ fuch = such
tryioea uway, the fure’ and corsain Sobjugaiion of America by :
the Briti% Troops, when they may retura in Safety, and ‘not
only re-pullets their owo Edsves, but, for their Loyalty, fhare
among trem thoft ¢f their Neighbours, the rebel.icus Americans,
As there are grent Noisbers of thele infatiated and over-loyal
People recurntd from America 10 their own Country, the Chancs
is much aguich them, thar ihey experien ¢ a Completion of
Churchitl’s Prophzcy, before they fee the triumphant D2y whea
they may return to Amernica in Safety, '

Note: 8ee next (2) pages for a more readable version.
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New Bern, October 31,1777

In the late Battle of Germantown, fighting under the
illustrious Washington, in the glorious Cause of Free-
dom, the common Inheritance of Mankind; lately invaded
by the bloody Legions of a most inexorable Tyrant, fell
the brave, but unfortunate Brigadier General Nash. He
was posted at the Head of the Troops of this State, as
a Corps de Reserve, when the winged Messenger of Death,
a Cannon Ball summoned him to the peaceful Regions of
Bilis(?); it struck him in the Thigh, tore his Body in
a most dreadful Manner, and killed his Horse under him.
Every Assistance was immediately offered, but in vain;
and he now lies in the Dust, with the other Worthies of
America, who have fell, sacrifices in the great Cause,
and whose Blood cries aloud to Heaven for Vengeance on
the Authors of this great national Calamity. General
Nash was among the first in this State who stood forth
in Vindication of injured Innocence and the Rights of
Humanity, and very early took the Field as Lieutenant
Colonel in the first Regiment of this state where his
superior Abilities and exalted Merit soon raised him
to the honourable Command from which he fell. Coolness
and Intrepidity in the Day of Battle formed him for a
commander, and a polite,complacent and easy Behavior,
gained him great Esteem in the Army. In private life,
he was a Gentleman, the social Companion, the friend
of Mankind. In Domestic, the most tender, affectionate
and indulgent. If his County, Society, his Friends and
Relation, are deprived of so valuable a Member, how
severe must be the Stroke on his mournful and widowed
Lady, who with two tender Infants, the dear Pledges of
their conjugal Felicity, are left to lament his Loss in
utterable Woe. If any Alleviation can sooth the sobbing
Breast of his disconsclate Widow, it must be the great
and glorious Cause in which he fell; no loss than that
of endeavoring to free the Land from the Depredations

-of bloody Tyrants, who are wasting our Country with Fire
and Sword and creating among us every Species of Desola-
tion, even the brutal Violation of Female Chastity.

* % & * % % * * * %

One wonders if General Nash was related to the Abner
Nash who signed the March 1777 safety committee document to the
citizens of Craven County (see name on page 21)
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New Bern, Oc¢tober 31, 1777

On Saturday last, sailed from this Port, on an in-
tended Voyage to Jamaica, a second Transport, having on
board a Number of Gentlemen of that Nation, particularly
Mess, Archibald and John Hamilton, Gentlemen that have
long resided in America, and, with great Reputation,
acquiring very considerable Fortunes, but are unhappily
the fatal ministerial Delusion, which has driven such
Numbers of their Countrymen away, the fare and certain
Subjugations of America by the British Troops, when they
may return in Safety, and not only repossess their own
Estates, but, for their Loyalty, share among those of
their Neighbors, the rebellious Americans. As there are
great Numbers of these infatuated and over-loyal People
returned from America to their own Country, the Chance
is much against them, that they experience a Completion of
Churchill's Prophecy, before they see the triumphant Day
when they may return to America in Safety.

* %k k % % % %k % % %

The Tory (pro King) versus Whig (pro America) conflict in
those days must have been fierce. Many left as the above de-
scribes. Many stayed and fought with the British. Burnings,
murders, etc. were common throughout the colonies.

Summary

Thls chapter has attempted to cover the:
early history of North Carolina
* problems of governing the colony under the King
* grievances of the citizens from corrupt and
autocratic officials
* events leading up to the beglnnlng of the
'~ Revolutionary War

It was in this environment that Thomas Kent was born, grew up
and lived through. Had the people of that day not responded as
they did, there would not have been an America as we know it
today!!!

We will leave this portion of our story and now take a closer
look at the daily life of Thomas. We will return later in the

book to pick up the Revolutionary War and its effect on North
Carolina.

01d Saying: He who loves not his country can love nothing.
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4

Daily Life

Durlng these tumultuocus and historical times, what was the day
to day life of "our" Thomas 11ke7

From the record, he applied for a land grant at Dover, North
Carolina in 1763, at which time he would have been at least 30
years of age with 3 small children ranging from 3 to 9 years of
age. Since he married a second time, it is not known if his first
wife was alive in 1763.

A reference to Dover stated "the name of the place dates as
early as 1749 when George Stringer owned a plantation there call-
ed Dover, probably named after the city in England". In the
eighteenth céntury land was often called a plantation meaning
simply, a place where something was planted rather than an agri-
cultural enterprise of great size and importance.

In 1763, it was probably heavily wooded, with few settlers in
the ‘area. The soil is sandy and to this day there are low lying,
swampy areas. Where not logged off, there are endless pine trees.

It is easy to imagine it as very lonely, wild, primitive and
dreary in the winter. Your author has visited the place three
times, the last time ending up on what was formerly Thomas's
land. The current resident, whose father bought the property in
1911, had never heard of Thomas Kent. Today, Dover is a small
community of about 600 people, lying 23 miles northwest of New
Bern.

In 1763, a man would travel around looking for land that was
unoccupied and that appealed to him. He would settle on the land
and through the land patent process, obtain the land legally.
Thomas' land patent was requested 4-15-1763 and surveyed 6-13-
1763. The land surveyed amounted to 150 acres(equal to about an
area 1/2 mile x 1/2 mile). -

We know that Thomas was a planter (in our terms, a piocneer
farmer). He probably could not read or write (he signed documents
with his mark).

His first need would have been to build a house for his fami-
ly. It was the practice in those days to locate near water, which
is probably why most of his land acquisitions were described as
being "at the head of West Branch". It was a feeder stream empty-
ing into the Neuse River. The home he built probably was made
from pine logs that he cut down and stripped of bark. The spaces
between the logs, most likely, were filled with clay or mud
chinking. The cabin most likely was a one room affair 15'x 20'at
most, having no windows, a dirt floor and a firewood storage area.
The roof probably had shingles made of white cedar, which was a
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light wood,
easily riven
(split) and did
not rot. Proba-~
bly in the the
space above
head level, was
a rough floor-
ing to support
bunk beds. The
room would have
a fire place on
one side, some
bunk beds on
another, with

a table and
stools or
chairs. Proba-
bly, there was
a spinning
wheel and loom
as well. Any
mattresses
would have

been made of
leaves, straw
or feathers. :
Except for the :
Spinning wheel ) North Carolina Collection, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

and loom, all this from standing trees to the finished and fur-
nished house by Thomas with help from his wife and children.

A Farmer’s Home

The forests of North Carolina were predominately of pine. The
following trees were mentioned in later land acquisitions of
Thomas - pine, white oak, red oak, cypress, holly, persimmon and
hickory.

. For food he may have had some chickens, certainly some pigs
and probably a milk cow. In those-days wild game was plentiful.
For meat such animals as buffalo (yes, buffalo), deer, elk,
rabbits and squirrels; fowl included partridge, wild turkey,
pheasant, quail, wild duck, geese and pigeons. For fish, the
Neuse River, one of the largest in North Carolina was about 5
miles away. For drinking at meals, teas were made of local herbs
such as spearmint, blackberry and alfalfa leaves and hawthorn
berries. In season cider was made.

The average plantation was a clearing in the forest. After
Thomas cleared some land (not the entire 150 acres) probably not
over two acres at most, he could begin to raise other food needs.

Clearing the land meant cutting down trees by ax or saw, as
well as small saplings and brush. All back breaking work. The
practice was to let the stumps dry out for a year and then burn
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them out. Few, if any, plows were used in those days. Soil was
turned by shovel. Typical crops raised were Indian maize (a large
eared corn), wheat, oats, white and sweet potatoes, peas, beans,
squash and melons.

A huge problem for Thomas was the crows, wild turkeys and
pigeons. Also bugs of all types who fed off of these planted
foods. In 1756 the Colonial Assembly passed a law that paid
rewards for the "scalps" of certain destructive animals.

Other animals existed aplenty. Fox, weasel and raccoon killed
chickens. Wild cats would kill his pigs. Bears did likewise and
loved to dig up and eat his potatoes. Eagles would kill and carry
off young pigs, lambs and poultry. Other forest animals were
beaver, otter and alligators in the swamps. And let us not forget
snakes of many varieties. Pigs were allowed to roam the forest
feeding off of beech-nuts, acorns, chestnuts and wild pea vines.
To prove ownership, they were either branded or had their ears
notched. I don't know about you, but I wouldn't trade with him.
No way!

From the forest came wild strawberries, gooseberries, mulber-
ries, apples, peaches, cherries and plums.

His wife was absolutely indispensable. Unfortunately no name
has ever been found for his first wife. The youngest son, Levi,
‘was born in 1760. A daughter, Mary is estimated born ca 1764, so
'Thomas lost his first wife probably between 1764 and 1772. Hls
second wife Margaret had one son (Thomas) born ca 1773. A pioneer
wife gave birth to the children, raised them in their early years,
prepared and cooked the food, made cloth (carding, spinning and
weaving) and clothing, preserved food by drying and salting,
taught the children to read, write (if she had the skills her-
self), made soap, candles, gave them their religious training,
nursed the sick and only the Lord knows how many other tasks.
Candles were made from bear fat and tallow (hardened fat).

To make cloth for example, she had to card, which, is the bru-
shing of wool to obtain the fibers. In the forest, there was to
be found certain erect plants called flax. The fibers of their
stems would be carded (combed) similar to wool. Then with a spin-
ning wheel, she would form these fibers into thread or yarn.
Lastly, with a loom, weave the thread into cloth. Add to this, the
cutting and sewing of the cloth. I got so tired just thinking
about it, that I had to lay down and rest for awhile. I thought
about asking Katherine (Kay) to work like her gggggrandmother but
prudently decided to drop the idea. Deer skin after tanning, was
used for such outer wear as moccasins, leggings, jackets and
gloves. The demands on a pioneer woman were beyond belief! These
people made everything they needed, what they couldn't make, they
did without.

Dishes and eating utensils were generally made of wood. An ad
from a store in Wilmington (1773) listed such items as tin plates,
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table spoons, glass tumblers, pans, pots and baking pans. Such
items could be obtained by bartering or purchased if money was
available.

The general meal was hominy (boiled corn), corn bread and pork
(fresh or salted). '

A horse was essential, not so much for field work as for trav-
el. It must have been a daily worry to Thomas to keep bears and
wolves away from his horse. A round trip to New Bern was over 45
miles. Allowing time to transact business, it would have been a 3
day trip by walking. To carry corn and wheat to a grist mill and
back manually would have been impracticable. Hence the importance
of a horse.

Roads began as Indian trails and as usage increased, they were
widened. Generally they were narrow, winding, muddy and obstruct-
ed by fallen trees and were described as "poor, wretched, misera-
ble". Overseers were appointed by the Colony courts to improve or
make new roads. By law, all men of taxable age were required to
work a given amount of days each year at the direction of the
overseer on these roads. A horseman by himself, could probably
travel 30 miles per day. A family in transit with a wagon could
probably make 10-15 miles per day.

What traveling Thomas did to New Bern was infrequent and was
probably to buy or barter for such needs as needles, thread, gun
powder and shot, utensils such as pots, pans, a stone to sharpen
his axes, hoes and scythes and to have grain ground into flour.

Tobacco was a money crop. In 1772, 1,500,000 pounds of tobacco
were shipped from North Carolina ports.

From the Craven Court Minutes of 13 September 1774 "Read the
petition of Richard Blackledge praying leave to build a public
water grist mill on his land on Moseley's Creek", which was
granted. On 9-16-1764, Thomas Kent had received a second land
grant of 150 acres. One of the boundaries was described as "in
the fork of Moseley's Creek beginning at Richard Blackledge's
corner. Thus, Thomas had a nearby neighbor to grind his grain
into flour after 1774.

Specie (money in coin rather than paper) was extremely scarce
in North Carolina. The paper currency that was issued by the
-Assembly's authority was mistrusted because of the lack of gov-
ernment collateral behind the paper. Each colony had its own
currency. Many land deals were consummated using Proclamation
Money. The monetary system was based on the British system. The
pound( £ ) = 20 shillings; (1) shilling = (12) pence. Proclamation
Money was an assortment of coins from a great many countries
circulated at a value set by Royal Proclamation.

A trader in the back woods had little sources of income. Thomas
may have gathered pine sap for the tar, pitch, rosin and turpen-
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tine industry which was the biggest
industry in North Carolina. These
products were used in huge amounts by
the British Navy to make water tight
their wooden vessels. More likely,
Thomas bartered hogs, surplus grain,
beeswax, animal's hide and furs for
money or goods.

In one aspect, Thomas had it better
than most settlers in North Carolina.
Living at Dover placed him about 23
miles from New Bern. New Bern was the
permanent capital of the colony/state
of North Carolina. As a result, many
travelers to and from New Bern must
have passed either by Thomas' home or
his neighbors. In this way he could
keep abreast of the latest news and
developing issues.

Let us conclude this brief summary
of the personal life of Thomas and
his family by quoting one author's
description of these backwoods farm-
ers "as a strong, fearless, independ-
ent race, simple in taste, crude in
manner, provincial in outlook, demo-
cratic in social relations, tenacious
of their rights, sensitive to en- §

Scraping Turpentine o croachment of their personal liber-
North Carofina Collection, The University of North Carolina ar Chapel Hill t i es [ 1]

I wonder if these characteristics can be inherited because
that sure sounds like Katherine (Kay) except she is not crude.
Also she's kinda expensive to keep so I wouldn't call her tastes
simple.

0ld saying: Trees planted first three days of new
moon will grow better.
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Note that the roads leading out of New Bern either along

the coast line or inland along the Neuse River were shown as
secondary or trails.
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5

Land and Family

What do we know for sure about Thomas? Let us start with his
land acquisitions.

A brief (and slightly oversimplified) explanation of the land
grant system in North Carolina is in order. The first step in
obtaining land from the Crown, the Lord Proprietors, Lord Gran-
ville or the state was the Entry. This, in effect, was the gran-
tee asking for the land.

The next step was a warrant issued by the granting authority
to the surveyor ordering him to mark off land and draw a plat of
it. The surveyor's report consisted of the plat or picture of the
land with streams, roads, etc., marked; and a verbal description
of the land in metes and bounds (landmarks and boundaries of
adjacent property) and courses and distances (the course is
north, south, northeast, etc. and the distances were measured in
chains and later in poles. One chain equals 66 2/3 feet - one
pole equals 1 rod which equals 16 2/3 feet equals 1/4 chain).

The next step was the survey and followed by the registering
of the grant with the county court.

Prior to 1770, it was not necessary to be present on the land
for a grant to take place. If a man was going to take up residen-
cy on a piece of granted land, he usually did so at the time of
entry. After 1770, you had to be on the land to receive a grant
but lots of people left right away to go back to where they
really lived.

The Royal Instructions (date 17 June 1754) stipulated merely
that the land be granted to persons who "were in a condition to
cultivate and improve the same by settling thereon in proportion
to the quantity of acres a sufficient number of white persons or
negroes". Surveyor fees were charged by the Crown to the settlers
and an annual quit rent (a form of tax) was reserved for the
Crown. (of course)

By order of the King's Council dated 4 April 1773, Governor
Josiah Martin was ordered to close the land office. Applications
for new patent entries and warrants were denied. A rumor went
through the colony that the Crown's intention was to secure an
Act of Parliament that would vacate all American titles to land
by annulling former patents, thereby causing all titles of land
to revert to the Crown. The Governor tried to suppress this
rumor. It is not known to what extent the closing of the Crown's
land office motivated North Carolinians toc join the rebellion but
it must have been a strong factor.
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Requirements for a land grant were (1) 21 years of age,
{(2) less than 21 years with a guardian. A youth of 18 could
apply but could not sell the land until he was 21 years old.

4-15-1763 - Land Patent
Grant #106 Requested 4-15-1763, Surveyed 6-18-1763

"survey for Thomas Kent, a plantation containing 150 acres of
land in the County of Craven on the head of West Branch. Joining
on the north a piece of land where Thomas Wharton now lives, be-
ginning at a pine in Wharton line on the south side West Branch,
then along Wharton's line E (157)poles to a white oak on or near
Frederick Islers line, then N (157)poles to red oak, then W (157)
poles, then S (157)poles to the first station June 18,1763."

Hardy Bryan )
> Chain Bearers Farnifold Green, Surveyor

William Smith)
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9-6-1764 Patent

Grant #227 Surveyed 9-6-1764 Granted 4-25-1767

Survey for Mr. Thomas Kent 100 acres of land in the County of
Craven lying in the fork of Moseley's Creek beginning at Richard
Blackledge's corner white oak thence running with his line S80
W(100) poles to a white ocak then N80 E (100)poles to a pine then
N10 W (60)poles to the beginning

Robert Reynolds)

> Chain Bearers John Shepard, Surveyor
Absalom Shepard)
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11-7-1765 Bought Land - Deed Bk. 14, pdg. 43

Frederick Isler of Craven County planter to Thomas Kent of
same for 15f 100 acres of a track on West Branch Tunnicliiff line.
Proved in court by oath of Hardy Bryan 7 April 1767,
witnessed by John Isler and Hardy Bryan.

2-3-1767 Bought ILand - Deed Book 12 & 13, pg. 150

This indenture made the 23 February in the year of our Lord
1767 between Robert Reynolds of Craven County in the province of
North Carolina on the one part and Thomas Kent of the other part
and the county and province aforesaid Witnesseth that the said
Robert Reynolds for and in consideration of the sum of 210f£ to
him in hand paid by the said Thomas Kent at the unsealing and
delivery of these presents, the receipt thereof the said Robert
Reynolds doth hereby acknowledge himself fully satisfied and paid
and thereof doth acquit and exonerate and discharge the said
Thomas Kent his heirs, Exhorts, administrators and assigns forev-
er by these presents hath given, granted, bargained and made over
and by these presents fully, freely and absolutely give grant and
sell, convey and confirm and make over unto the said Thomas Kent
his heirs, assigns forever one tract of land on both sides of Gum
Swamp being in the county aforesaid and on both sides of Gum
Swanp, the place commonly called or known by the name (couldn't
read). Beginning at a pine near Flat Swamp there West 43° (73)
pocles to the old survey therewith that line to a pine, a dividing
line between George Stringer and Jno. Stringer, his brother,
there with that line to an oak in the old survey then North (70)
poles to a sweet gum then East 73° (180)poles to the center of
three trees Socuthwest to the start of Beech Tree Branch, there
with the Branch to the patent line then East 31° to a stake afore-
mentioned in the new patent then with a straight line to the
first station containing 340 acres---Note: It went on and on but
since there was little to gain, it seemed advisable to stop.
Isn't it amazing how it took so long to say so little? Well
that's lawyers for you and just think,it goes on every day in our
courts. Cases take months and years to settle! Ditto Congress!

Acknowledged in open Court by Robert Reynolds 7 April,1767

10-26-1768 Sold Land Deed Bk. 19 Pg. 26

Indenture made 26 October 1768 between Thomas Kent, Craven
County, planter and Thomas Morriss, planter. Thomas Kent received
105f Proclamation money to him in hand paid by said Thomas
Morriss doth bargain and sell a tract of land containing an
estimated 120 acres. Adjacent to land bearing Patent date of 6
November 1764 belonging to George Stringer, Jr. Also adjoining
the land purchased by said Thomas Kent of Robert Reynolds in 1767

Note: No Thomas Kent mark, Seal only

Acknowledged in open Court by Thomas Kent 12 March,1771.
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5-19-73 Patent Grant #641, Requested 5-19-1773, Surveyved 10-2-1773,
Granted 7-22-1774

Survey for Thomas Kent 158 acres of land in Craven County

on the South side of Moseley's Creek beginning at a pine near a
pond and runs NW18° (160)poles to a pine on the side of Beech Tree
Branch then SW72° (140)poles to a pine then SE23° (228)poles to a
lightwood tree (southern pine) then to the beginning.

Thomas Morriss)
> Chain Bearers P. Blount, Surveyor
Samuel Kent ) '

Note: Chain bearers carried the equipment for measurlng of the
distances. Also, a pole (or rod) equals 16 1/2 feet.
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These documents are additional records for the land request shown
on the preceding page. Note that the Governor's Instructions were
to lay out 200 acres but the actual plot became 158 acres after

surveying.
later years.
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5-17-1775 Sold Land beed Book 22, Pgq. 256

Indenture made ‘17 May 1775 between Thomas Kent, shoemaker and
Michael Becton, planter, Thomas Kent paid 35f£ and given and
granted unto Michael Becton a tract of land on West Branch origi-
nally patented by Frederick Isler 17 April 1749. Land borders
Tunnicliff's line. Land containing 100 acres more or less.

Signed, Sealed and Delivered in

his Thomas Kent
presence of John { Jackson -
mark {no mark, seal only)

George Becton

12-26-1782 Court Action T. Kent deceased Bk. 24, Pg. 257

Indenture made this 26 December 1782 between John Council
Bryan, High Sheriff of Craven County and Lewis Bryan of Jones
County. Witnesseth that the Court of Pleas of Jones County issued
a Writ of Fieri Facias (a writ authorizing the proper legal
officer to collect a judgment of debt against the property
against whom the judgment is made). Against the goods, chattels
(articles of personal property as distinguished from real proper-
ty) and tenements {(buildings) which were the estate of the late
(deceased) Thomas Kent. The said Sheriff in execution of the writ
did seize and take possession of a certain tract of land, a
possession of Thomas Kent and expose the same for sale. Land sold
to Thomas Kent by Robert Reynelds in a place commonly called
Dover. Land sold to the said Lewis Bryan for 38f specie being the
highest bid at the sale. Land being on the North side of Gum
Swamp 90 acres more or less.

4-9-1783 Court Action Deed Bk. "C" Pgs. 194, 5 & 6

J. Isler, Sheriff of Jones County to Jonathan Morriss of
Craven County, Nerth Carolina by order of the Court September
1782. Lewis Bryan brought suit against Thomas Kent, deceased and
tract of land in Jones County containing 88 acres in Gum Swamp
which land Thomas Kent acquired of Robert Reynolds at dividing
line between Craven and Jones Counties. Sold for 80f to Morriss
as highest bidder.

These were the land deals of "Our" Thomas. The Sheriffs were
the chief administrators of the counties. As such, they got in on
all the land deals. For sure, they got the pickings. The 1790
Census showed a William Bryan owning 36 slaves and Hardy Bryan
owning 22 slaves. Only one man owned more. Did you notice John
Council Bryan, High Sheriff of Craven County and Lewis Bryan of
Jones County?
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A Summary of Thomas's holdings are as follows:

Land Grant
Land Grant
Purchased
Purchased

Sold

Land Grant
Sold

Court Action
Court Action

At his peak holdings

1 1/10 mile square.

THOMAS KENT'S LAND

N

1763
1764
1765
1767

1768

1775
1782
1782

(728 acres), this would represent

PHRASES Foon Praperty DescripTions

Tooras Keur

(Dec)
(Sept)

1SAAC KewT
+ CYPRESS Suanp * Souti Siv€ o¥ Hoserey's
« MoseLey's (peex CREEY ~ Seawg, BRaRCH

* Head or VesT Baancu
* S.50c o W.Baaven

Samuer Kent

+ SSipc MoseLey's (e o GQun Swawp
* Becentaes Brancu * JWSioe o Gun Swanp-
Jowes Co.
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100
340

acres
acres
acres
acres

690 acres

120 acres
158 acres
100 acres
90 acres
88 acres

LEwvi KenT

» Mosueys Creex

* S.5ie oF Neuse

* WS¢ Hosruevy k.

* Berween Yasauey's
(. s Cypress
SuANP

570
728
628
538
450

acres
acres
acres
acres
acres

an area

Isaac his
oldest son by
the law of
primogeniture by
which all the
land of those
dying intestate
(having no will)
descended to the
oldest son in-
herited this land.
No will has been
turned up. In
December 1795,
Isaac who then
resided in Geor-
gia sold all his
holdings to his
brothers Samuel
and Levi. At

"that time he
- so0ld a total of

550 acres of
which 100 acres
were his own via

a land grant and
450 acres in-
herited from his
father's estate.
Land transactions
were not precise
using the phrase
100 acres "“more or
less™. You will
note that the war-
rant for the land




grant of 1773 instructed the surveyor to lay out a land site of
200 acres. Yet the land surveyed was for 158 acres. Records were
not as precise as they are today. Land owners were handicapped by
the inaccuracies of the land surveys. Such phrases as " (100)poles
to a cypress in Cypress Swamp, then up Cypress Swamp SE10° (160)
poles to a white oak thence NE80° (100)poles to a pine" led to
confusion, controversy and litigation.

Katherine (Kay) would fight (or get me to do it) if our neigh-
bors encroached 6" into our yard.

In any case, Thomas acquired a good chunk of land. I wonder what
it's worth today. 0ld Thomas was quite an operator. On July 29,
1779, the taxable property of Thomas Kent (Jones County) was
listed as 333 acres, with a taxable value of $1074, 1 negro value
$400, 4 horses value $800 and 14 cattle value $140. Total wvalue
$2414. My records show him as owning 628 acres at the time. Do
you suppose the old scoundrel cheated the State government out of
taxes for 295 acres? Don't any of you turn him in to the NCIRS.
It would be interesting to know what the penalty would be after
213 years. Then again maybe the 295 acres lay over the line in
Craven County. You know the more I delve into the Kent lineage,
the more I understand my wife. (Just kidding).

What else do we know of Thomas. An earlier colony taxable report
in 1769 listed him as 2-0-0. The first number gives the amount of
taxable whites, the second is the number of black males and the
third is the number of black females. By taxable whites, it is
assumed men and women over say the age of 21. If this be true,
Thomas had a wife in 1769 and none of his children were 21 years
old.

In 1768, Thomas was a defendant in Inferior Court of Pleas,
Quarter Session. The plaintiff was George Metts represented by
Assignee Thomas Torrans (1790 Census showed George Metts in same
area as Margaret Kent therefore a neighbor}).

1. Jeremiah Taylor 5. Jacob Shepard 9. John Allcock
2. William Good 6. Levi 6ill 10. William Mills
3. James Sears 7. John Allen 11. Richard Graves
4. Bernard Parkinson 8. Benjamin Egleston 12. Evan Swann

The above jury impanelled and sworn find for the plaintiff. No
mention as to the details of the case but apparently a debt owed
Mr. Metts.

Debts and Feeg

Debt 6.9.4 Sheriff 0.8.4
Clerk and Tax 2.5.6 Cryer 0.1.0
Attny R.C. 0.16.0

8£39.14 (10£.0.2)

Thomas owed a total of 10 pounds and 2 pence.
Remember (12) pence = (1) shilling, (20) shillings = (1) pound
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Sheriffs Returns

Debt paid to Samuel Cornell, Esq. and acknowledged by the plain-
tiff and £2.319.10 in part of the costs paid and executed. A feather
bed and furniture for the residue not sold for want of bidders.

It appears that Thomas and his first wife were religiously
inclined. Their children had Biblical names. Isaac (son of Abraham
and Sarah), Samuel (0ld Testament prophet) and Levi (son of Jacob
and Leah). This habit of using Biblical names was carried over by
Isaac who named his children as shown below:

John - John the Baptist - Apostle John
Delina/Delia - Philistine woman beloved of Samson
Laban - Brother of Rebekah

Elizabeth - Mother of John the Baptist (Elisabeth)
Abel ~ Second son of Adam

Thomas - One of the Apostles

Benjamin - Youngest son of Jacob

Jonathan - One of the sons of Jacob

This implies that Thomas or his first wife could read or that
there were religious services held that they attended to become
knowledgeable of the names. Ditto Isaac and Rebecca.

It is interesting to speculate as to the actual family of Thomas
and his first wife. Most Kent researchers define Thomas's family as
shown in the following diagram:

THOMAS KENT 2nd MARRIAGE
Brnn. 1733 Or | ccecececoances +«s+s | THOMAS KENT
Before
Dd. 1779-81 MARGARET ~?7-
ISAAC KENT SAMUEL KENT LEVI KENT THOMAS KENT
Bn.Ca.1755 Bn.Ca. 1757 Bn. 1760 Married
Dd. 1824 Dd. 1803 Dd. 1819 3-24-1801
Rebecca 7? Margaret ? Married Eleanor (Nelly)
8-19-1785 Connerly
Keziah
Wadsworth
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However, this family tree leaves too many unexplained Kents in
the area during Thomas' lifespan. In the huge colony of North
Carolina, there were a remarkably small number of Kent families -
in the era of 1763-1785. The records show Kents in the following
counties:

1760's 1780's
Bertie Craven Martin
Craven Jones Nash
Edgecombe Halifax Wilkes
Halifax

Each group of Kents were physically located near each other in
each county giving rise to the inference that they were related.
The statistical chance of Kents in the same county and not being
related is extremely remote. There just were not that many Kents i:
the colony.

The records show (excluding Isaac, Samuel and Levi) the follow-
ing Kents in the Craven/Jones county area:

Thomas Kent, planter 1763

Thomas Kent, planter 1768

Thomas Kent, shoemaker 1775

Thomas Kent, enlists 1777, dead Sept 1779
Thomas Kent, dec'd 1779-1781

Charles Kent, dec'd 1783

Mary Kent, married 1785

Thomas Kent (1763) on 2 separate occasions describes himself
as a "planter" (1763 and 1768). In 1775, a land sale describes
Thomas as a "shoemaker". In those days, one served an apprentice-
ship to become a tradesman. To be a planter was a full time job
leaving no time for learning and pursuing another unrelated trade
with all its specialized tools, skills and time demands. In 1773,
Thomas owned 728 acres. Can you visualize a planter with this
amount of land, a wife and children also being a shoemaker?

A search of the Craven County Court Minutes from June 1772 to
September 1786 revealed 6 boys indentured (a formal document
binding one individual to another)} to learn the trade of shoemak-
er. Two were for a 5 year period and 2 were for a 6 year period.
The point being made that to be a shoemaker required an appren-
ticeship of 5/6 years.

The most logical conclusion is that there were 2 Thomas Kents.
But the land sold by Thomas Kent, shoemaker on 5/17/1775 is the
same land bought on 11/17/1765 by Thomas Kent, planter. If there
were two Thomas Kents, but one sold land bought by the other, it
is logical to assume that Thomas the shoemaker was the son of
"our" Thomas. What is more natural that a man of 42 years, having
728 acres of land to give some of it to his oldest son, 22 years
of age in 17757
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One of your author's fellow researchers (Mary Kent Berry) once
wrote that "traditionally the paternal grandfathers name was given
to one of the first born sons". This tendency is seen over and over
in genealogical research. For example, in Nash County, the name
Jesse Kent was repeated in 3 successive generations. It is ex-
tremely likely that "our" Thomas's father was also Thomas Kent
and that his first born son was named Thomas.

Thomas the shoemaker, may have sold the 100 acres in 1775 to
set up a shoemaking and repair business. He probably was the
Thomas Kent, Private, from New Bern, enlisted 7-1-1777 and dead
in September 1779. He would have been close to 24 years of age at
the time of enlistment. The records of the militia state "The
account of Thomas Kent was designated to be received by William
Sanders" (a brother soldier). The implication here is that there
was no wife or children to receive whatever service pay was due
Private Thomas Kent. The account was in the amount of 37£, 18
shillings, 2 pence. Incidentally, the 1790 Census shows a Sanders
family living only 37 names from Margaret Kent in Jones County.

The Thomas of 1763 died prior to September 1782. There were 2
court actions against his estate, one in September 1782 and one
in December 1782. The year of "our" Thomas' death is not known
but it would seem likely to have been in late 1781 or early 1782.

It should be explained that Jones County was formed from Craven
County in 1779. The North Carclina legislative act describes the
dividing line of the 2 counties as "thence up Dover or Batchelor
Desart to the plantation of Thomas Kent, thence a direct course
to the South West Bridge, etc". As a result, some of Thomas'
property was in Craven County and some in Jones County. The same,
I believe was true of his sons. The records of Jones County are
meager in the first 20 years of its existence plus the fact that
there have been 2 Court House fires. Tax and census takers, as
well as others, probably were confused as to just where the Kents
resided. These events help explain the lack of solid information
on the Kents from 1779 on. The foregoing is presented to develop
the case that Thomas had 4 sons, the oldest being the Thomas who
died in the Revolutionary War.

This does not complete Thomas' family. Craven County records
contain the marriage of a Mary Kent to Longfield Lofton on 28
September 1785. In the 1790 Census Book (at Indianapolis) the
following names were shown in succession in Craven County, N.C.:

Kent, Samuel
Kent, Margaret (widow of Thomas)
Lofton, Shadrack

Here we have a Mary Kent (with only our Kents in the census for
Craven County) and a Lofton at the very next plantation. Eureka!
Brilliant deduction----Mary Kent was Thomas' daughter, living with
her stepmother Margaret and marries the boy next door. True, the
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marriage record spells his name as Loftin and Shadrack's as
Lofton. Most likely a spelling error in one of these cases.

The link~-up with Charles Kent has not been possible. Yet with
such a small number of Kents in the entire colony, the apparent
tie-in in each county by person with the same surname, it is logi-
cal to assume a family relationship between Thomas and Charles.
These two men could have been brothers or cousins. Thomas died
before 1782 and Charles died prior to 10 July 1783. This suggests
similar life longevity thus increasing the possibility of broth-
ers or cousins.

With the foregoing assumptions in place, then the most logical
family of "our" Thomas is as shown below:

CHARLES KENT THOMAS KENT : THOMAS KENT
Dd. 1783 Bn.1733 or BEFORE 2nd MARRIAGE
UNMARRIED Dd.ca. 1781-1782 MARGARET
PROBABLY A | esasane WIFE NAME +resseesstasans » v o | JACKSON (?)
BROTHER OR UNENOWN

COUSIN OF

THOMAS

] 1
THOMAS KENT ISAAC KENT SAMUEL KENT LEVI KENT MARY KENT THOMAS KENT
Bn.Ca. 1753 Bn.Ca.1755 Bn.Ca. 1757 Bn. 17640 Bn.Ca.l764j| Bn. 1773

SHOEMAKER Md. Md. Md. Md. Md.

bd. 1779 REBECCA MARGARET KEZXAH LONGFIELD ELEANOR

REV. WAR BATLEY (?) ——F— WADSWORTH LOFTIN {NELLY)
CONNERLY

The birth date of Mary Kent is estimated at 1764 based on her
marriage date of 1785. In those days a girl was generally married
by the age of 18-21. She was skilled in the household arts of
cooking, spinning, weaving, sewing, food preservation, etc. An
unmarried young woman of 21 was considered an old maid. If the
birth date of 1764 is correct, then Thomas' first wife was still
alive. The 1769 Tax record, mentioned previously, 2 taxable
whites could mean her being alive as late as 1769.

Based on the many Thomas Kents, (planter, shoemaker, Revolution
ary War soldier) the foregoing diagram of Thomas Kent's family
meets all the dates and events with one exception. The exceptlon
has puzzled your author for many moons!

Thomas' son (nhamed Thomas) by his second wife, was born in 1773
{he died in 1846 at age of 73). This would give the family two liv
sons each with the name of Thomas. First Thomas, the shoemaker and
Private, who died in 1779 and second the child born in 1773. Havin
two sons with a common name but by different wives, seems unlikely
The only reasonable explanation would be that the Thomas born in
1773 had a different given name at birth but with the death of
Thomas Kent in the Revolutionary War, Thomas and Margaret renamed
the young boy in honor of the deceased Thomas. This, then would
allow the family diagram to stand as drawn.
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There is however, one other explanation that would cover the
facts but seems unlikely. This scenario supposes that the Thonas
Kent of 1763 and the Revolutionary soldier were one and the same.
If this be the case, then the following facts were true at the
time of his enlistment:

* he owned 678 acres which had to be worked as well as
cattle tended to provide food and income for the family

* he would have been 44 years of age or older

* he would have only been married 5-12 years to Margaret

* his family consisted of:

Thomas, age 4

Mary, age 10
Levi, age 17
Samuel, age 23
Isaac, age 25

5till, the death of Thomas the soldier (Sept 1779), and the
Thomas of Craven County (1782 or before), could be the same
person. With the size of his land holdings, the need to work the
fields, cut logs, clear fields of trees & shrubs, 2 young chil-
dren and 3 young stronger sons, does it seem likely that he would
walk away from it all to become a soldier? Its possible, but is
it likely? If he did, then it explains all the facts. The hypoth-
esis of a first son name Thomas would no 1onger be wvalid.

There you are, gentle readers, which was it? You decide. Is
there a third explanation? As for me, I think the first option is
the most likely.

There is another aspect of Thomas' life that is unexplainable,
that belng the names of his two wives. There is absolutely nothing
that gives even a hint as to his first wife's name. However, a good
guess can be made as to his second wife's (Margaret) family name.

Levi, the youngest brother of Isaac and Samuel was born in
1760. His father, Thomas, married a second time somewhere between
1765/1772. Thus, Levi's stepmother raised him from his 11th to
12th year on. It is reasoned that Levi's son, Levi Jackson Kent
was named in honor of his stepmother Margaret Jackson. It was
frequently the custom to name a child using the family name of
the mother (or in this case the stepmother) to show honor and
respect.

The son of Thomas and Margaret (Thomas born 1773) married
Eleanor (Nelly) Connerly, 24 March 1801. They had 8 children. The
first child, a son was named Jackson Kent. It is logical to
assume that this was in honor of his mother's maiden name.

A review of the Census of 1790 shows the names in nonalphabet~
ical order for both Craven and Jones counties. The assumption is
made that the names were printed in the order taken by the census
taker. There were two Jackson families listed in the area near
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the plantation of Margaret Kent (widow of Thomas). These were a
John Jackson and a Mary Jackson.

Mr. John Vause of Kinston, North Carolina, stated (Feb 1989)
in a discussion with your author, that he is a descendant of John
Jackson of the Dover, Craven & Jones County area. There were
three John Jacksons, all successive generations. The first John
Jackson 1752, the second 1771 and a third around 1800. He knows
nothing of the family of the first two generations but has the
history of the third John Jackson down to himself. He knows that
all the Jacksons lived at Wyse's Corner a point about 3 miles
from Dover.

John ( ) Jackson witnessed Thomas Kent, (shoemaker) land sale
1775. Finally a John Jackson bought land adjoining Vine Swamp
which was located 1-2 miles from the site of “our" original
Thomas'land.

Not one piece of actual evidence has been uncovered that Marga-
ret Kent was a Jackson. Still with the name carried down by her
stepson and by her real son and the close proximity of Kents and
Jacksons in the 1760/1800 era, it is a good bet that her maiden
name was Margaret Jackson.

-This chapter opened with the question "what do we know for sure
about Thomas?" This chapter tried to answer that question.

Beyond these facts, Thomas must have been a hardy soul. To
take over 728 acres, start from scratch, clear areas, build a
home and raise a family of at least 5 children, was a real accom-
plishment. I wonder how many of us today could do as well. And
his 2 wives, what a hard life they must have lived. America was
built by such as these.

I know Katherine is proud of them. And, I'1ll bet they'd be proud
of her. If she'd have lived in those days, she'd have made it.

0l1d saying: A splinter from a lightening struck tree used
as a tooth pick will ease the pain of a tooth ache.
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6

Isaac 1

Isaac Kent was Katherine's great-great-great-~grandfather and
is considered by some as the oldest of Thomas Kent's Kknown sons.
You will recall that your author speculated earlier that there
was an older son named Thomas.

In this book, Isaac will be covered in two sepafate chapters.
This chapter will deal with his life in North Carolina and a '
later chapter will follow him for the rest of his life.

He was a remarkable man. It is known that he lived in the
colonies of North Carolina and Georgia and finally in the terri-
tory of Louisiana. Each move must have been a major undertaking.
From Dover, North Carolina to Columbia County, Georgia is a
distance of at least 345 miles. From Laurens County, Georgia to
East Feliciana Parish in Louisiana is at least 550 miles. Moves
of these distances in those days were a major undertaking. Roads
were little more than trails. Moves immediately prior to, during
or after the Revolutionary War were hazardous since the south was
roughly 50% Tory (pro Crown) and 50% Whig (anti Crown). A travel-
er could never trust all the people and area through which he
traveled. Hostile Indians in north and western North Carolina,
northern South Carolina and in east central Georgia were a con-
stant threat. To repeat, Isaac must have been a remarkable man.
And let it be fully acknowledged that his wife Rebecca must
likewise been quite a woman.

Isaac is visualized as a strong willed man, not afraid of hard
work or hard travel. Onward, ever onward in search of a new and
better life. This spirit of adventure and the meeting of chal-
lenges did not seem present in his two younger brothers, Samuel
and Levi, who lived out their lives in the Dover area of North
Carolina.

Isaac's early life, up to the age of twenty, is remarkably
lacking in specific information. There are many records in Craven
and Jones County involving his father Thomas and his brothers,
Samuel and Levi. Yet in all the research done to the time of this
writing, your author has found only three records involving Isaac
in Craven County.

Earlier your author had estimated Isaac's birth date as 1755. .
However, this year (March 1989), the following information was
discovered on a Mormon Church microfiche film.

Isaac Kent M(male) B(birth) 1755 Craven County
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This validates the earlier estimate of his birth in 1755. Still
like most genealogical finds, it raises more questions than it
answers. Heretofore it was assumed that Isaac's father (Thomas)
had come to Dover in 1763. A thorough search of Court Records,
Land Grants and Land Sales dating back to 1725 (in Craven Co.) had
been made in Raleigh and New Bern with no mention of Thomas Kent
prior to the Land Grant of 1763. Now this record of Isaac being

born in Craven Co. in 1755. Very puzzling! This has got to be
erroneous.

The second record pertaining to Isaac is his application for a
land grant dated 2-19-1770. This would mean that he was only 15
years old at the time of his application. Two different “experts"
on North Carolina land grants have been queried. One indicated
that a person had to be 21 years old to apply for land. Another
stated that an 18 year old if accompanled by a guardian was eligi-
ble. These opinions would place Isaac's birth, therefore, at 1749
-1 (1770-21) or

h“WéfszéfﬂQO/ 1 R -,*hx“?7f'“€'f”.'-'a' 4 1752 (1779-18)
\& e L) IR Tl MG SR s ..

Just another
part of the
mystery. Let's
just say he
_fibbed on his
) .application

'" and that he
"was 15 at the
- time. Kather-
ine (Kay)fibs
about her age
apparently an
. inherited
characteristic.

dbd/éfﬁdbd{;ékaaf L gﬁ;ggyﬁgGl,
QJL%£:£27ﬁ;0C§%%£;/Z

2-19-1770,
.Granted 12-24
+1770, Sur-
. veyed 19 Feb
1770 for
Isaac Kent
- ' ' 100 acres of
land in Craven Co.on ‘the South 51de of Moseley's Creek in a place
called Dover beginning at a red oak in Stringer's line and running
NW15' (127) poles to a cypress at Moseley's Creek then SE15°to
Stringer's lane, then North on that line NW75" (127) poles poles to
the first station as the above plot represents by a scale of 100
poles to an inch.
- Solomon Reese )
> Chain Bearers Stephen Denning, Surveyor
Thomas Morriss)
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The third and last record found involving Isaac in Craven
County was his witnessing of a land sale of 132 acres between
Idolet Gilstrap and Nathan Chance on June 13, 1775.

What happened to Isaac from 1775 to 1790 is a conmplete mys-
tery. He bought no land. Yet later in Georgia he was active in
land deals. Does this mean that at an early age he planned to
leave the family land site? Despite owning 100 acres (the 1770
Land Grant), he appeared on no tax rolls. His father Thomas
appeared on the 1779 Tax Rolls of Craven County. How could the
tax assessor have missed Isaac's 100 acres next to his father's
land? He inherited his father's land after 1783 giving him land
holdings of 550 acres. As bad as the new state of North Carolina
needed money to finance the Revolutionary War, it is hard to
understand his not being on any tax roll. The obvious conclusion
must be that Isaac had left the area prior to 1779.

The marriage records of Craven County prior to 1785 have been
lost. No record has been found of the marriage of Rebecca and
Isaac in North Carolina, South Carolina or Georgia.

For calculation purposes, let us assume 21 years of age for
sons and 18 years of age for daughters at the time of their
marriage, Isaac's oldest son, John married 3 March 1797. This
places Rebecca and Isaac's marriage in mid 1775 to early 1776.
Using the known marriage dates of 4 of Isaac's children, Jonathon,
Laban, Laney and Margaret) all of these children were born between
1776-1784.

- From the foregoing, it is assumed that Isaac left Craven
County sometime between June 1775 and 1779. It was also reasoned
that he married Rebecca in mid 1775 to early 1776.

But why did he leave the family homestead? Was he adventure-
some and wished to seek his fortune in this young land? Being
apparently of a strong willed nature, had he grown up chafing
under his father and wished to get out from under? Since his
children were named after biblical fiqures, was he against war
‘and sought more peaceful surroundings? Or was he a Tory at heart
(pro Great Britain) and wished to escape the harassment from
Whigs (anti Great Britain)?

Both Carolinas and Georgia were the site of dangerous and
tumultuous times and events prior to and during the Revolutionary
War. These colony/states were about 50% Tory, 50% Whig. Georgia
and South Carclina were captured by the British. By 1781, North
Carolina was ripe for invasion. Indian warfare was fierce in the
north and west areas of North Caroclina, in northern South Caroli-
na and in Georgia. The British agitated the Indians against the
American colonists. In 1779/80 after the fall of Savannah and
Charleston, Whig land was confiscated, families divided, Whigs
outlawed, houses burned. Those who supported the King (Tories)
took up arms to aid the conquering British. For these reasons it
would have been prudent for Isaac to stay put at Dover. But did he?

52




Where was Isaac during all this turmoil? He was married and had
children. So far your author has not been able to find Isaac in th
years 1775-1790 in North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Ten-
nessee or Kentucky. Somewhere there are records just waiting to be
found. We do know that Isaac appeared in the State of Georgia,
Columbia County in 1790.

Let us close this chapter on Isaac in North Carolina by report-
ing his land holding sales. To dispose of his property, Isaac had
to travel back to Craven County, a distance of 345 miles. At 25
miles per day (by horse) the journey would have taken 14 days just
one way. He sold 450 acres to his brother Samuel. The following is
a summary of that sale. If you can read it, also included is the
actual document. Get out a magnifying glass just to see how cumber
some the wording was.

12-29-1795, Book 34, Page 4

Isaac Kent of the County of Columbia in the state of Georgia on
one part and Samuel Kent of Craven Co. on the other part make in-
denture on 29 Dec 1795. Isaac Kent for 51£ 10 shillings in hand
paid by Samuel Kent doth grant and bargain several parcels of land
lying in Jones and Craven Counties on both sides of Gum Swamp in-
cluding the plantation whereon the said Samuel Kent and Margaret
Kent now dwell.

50 acres more or less deeded from Francis Stringer to Robert
Reynolds and then to Thomas Kent, deceased. Patent of the above
was granted Francis Stringer with other lands for 250 acres bearin
date 8 October 1747.

Also 100 acres more or less deeded from George Stringer to
Robert Reynolds and then to Thomas Kent, deceased. Patent of the
aforesaid granted George Stringer with other lands for 250 acres
bearing date of 16 November 1764.

Also one other piece of land patented in my own name for 100
acres more or less. Patented bearing date of 1769.

Also one other parcel of land patented in Thomas Kent, deceased
name for 200 acres more or less, patent bearing the year 1772
or thereabouts. Containing by estimation 450 acres in the above
four parcels.

Thomas Kent dw?/M.
: Fkarks

John Griffin

Isaac must have loved his brother Samuel. He sold him 450 acres
for only 51£ 10 shillings.

1-1-1796, Book 34, Page 2
Isaac Kent for 50f paid by Levi Kent sold a tract of land south
side Neuse River and 1n the fork of Moseley's Creek being 100 acre
. more or less,
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This is a
copy of

the sales
document of
12=-29-1795.

Lawyers then
like today
use many
words to

say very
little.
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This ends the tale of Isaac's life in North Carolina. We will
pick him up later and follow his further adventures.

While this book is about the Kents with an emphasis on Isaac's
line, his wife Rebecca is as important a figure as he. After all
she conceived 9 children, brought them into the world and raised
them. It must have been an almost unbearable task in those early
pioneer back woods days. Four moves entailing long travel and
starting anew including clearing of land and the building of a
place to live. She must have been quite a lady, help mate, wife
and mother. No doctors, no conveniences, just work from dawn to
long after dark. And seven days a week! Rebecca deserves recogni-
tion of her maiden name.

No record has been found that positively identifies her family
name. So at this time, your author would like to make an educated
guess as to that name. Fortunately there is considerable circum-
stantial evidence to help.

Land records show a Bailey family in Craven County in the 1755-
1793 era. Given names in the records were Abraham, Abram, Eliza-
beth, Eleanor, James & Jonathan Bailey. The land description in
which these Baileys were involved, included such phrases as.......

- "adjoining land patented by Abraham Bailey on "Rattlesnake
Branch"

- ®gn §. side of Tuchahoe Creek at intersection of 100 acres
patented by Abram Bailey"

- M"joining John Taylor's land laying on Bachelor Creek"

- "on N, side of Beaver Creek"

- M"at Beaver Creek Dam"

The map on the next page was obtained from the North Carolina
Department of Water Resources and enlarged around the Dover area.
After 200+ years, it is likely that some of the land features have
disappeared (swamps drained, creeks rerouted) or renamed. Despite
this 200+ year interval, the underlined features all exist to this
day, all close to Thomas Kent's homesite.

A review of some of Thomas Kent's land deals reveals these
phrases:

- Received a land patent "on the head of the West Branch of
Moseley's Creek joining a piece of land where Thomas Wharton
lives"

- Thomas Wharton sold land situated on Vine Swamp"

- Thomas Kent bought land "near Flat Swamp"

The underlined features also appear in the map very close to the
underlined features on the Bailey land deals. Thus the Baileys anc
the Kents llved near each other.
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There are other bits of evidence of the tie~in of these two
families. The 1790 Census shows Abram Bailey only 5 names away fr«
Margaret Kent (Thomas' widow) in Jones COunty. A James Bailey was
25 names from Margaret.

_ In the 1779 list of Taxables, Jonathon Bailey and Eleanor Bail¢
were listed in Craven County which was printed before Jones Count:
was formed. Finally, Phillip Bailey was a chain bearer for a lLand
Grant survey for Samuel Kent on 10 October 1792. It is your
author's contention that the Baileys and Kents lived in close
proximity to each other, were friends and that Rebecca was a Baile¢
and married Isaac.

Furthermore the association of the Bailey-XKent families did noi
end in North Carolina. It is suggested that a branch of the Baile;
family and Isaac & Rebecca Kkept contact while in Georgia. Benjami:
(Katherine's great, great, grandfather), the youngest son of Isaac
& Rebecca married Mary Bailey in Twiggs County on December 1815.

In 1819, Benjanin and Mary pulled up stakes and followed his
family westward. The 1820 Census shows the two of them 